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SERMON 


PREACHED 


Before the Right Honourable 
the Houſe of 


|: L OK DS] 
lathe Abbey Church at Weſtminſter, upon 
the 27. of Auguſt. 1645. | 


Being the day appointed for ſolemne and 
publique Humiliatzon. | 


wheretunto ts added 


| 
A BRoTHERLY EXAMINATION: 


Of ſome Paſſages of Mr. Colemans [ate Printed. 

Sermon upon Fob 11. 20. In which he hath en® | 
| deayoured to ſtrike at the root of all | 

Church-Govyernment. | | 

| 
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By Gev-ee Gilleſpie Minifter at Edenturgh. 


Bieron, in Epicaphio Fabiolz. | 
Alie ſunt leges Ceſarum, alie Chriſti : aliud Papinianus , aligd Pay'ns 
noſter pr ecips'. 
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LONDON: ORR 
Printed by F. Neile for Robert Byſtsck dwelling in Pax!; | 
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TO THE CHRISTIAN 
READER. 


e Haye in this Sermon applizd my thoughts to- 
2 wardtheſerhreethings; 1 The foul-enſnaring 
Errovr of the greateſt part of men, who chooſe 

87 to themſelves ſuch a way to the kingdom of 
Heaven as is broad, and ſmooth, and eaſie, and but little or 
nothing at all diſpleaſing to fleſh and blood, like him that 
tumbled down upon the grafſe and ſaid, utinam hoc efſet [a- 
larare. 2 The grumbling and unwilltagneſſe which ap- 
peareth in very many, when they ſhould ſubmte to that 
Reformati-n of the Church which is according to the 
minde of Jeſus Chriſt, like them that ſaid to the Seers, See Ifa.30.10, 
n:t;and 10 the Prophets, Prophecy not unto us right things, Pluhs,z, 
ſprak unto us ſmooth things ; and again, Let #s break their 
lands aſunder, and caſt away their cords from us, 4 The (ad 
and deſolate Condition of the Kingdom of Scotland, then 
calling for our prayers and tears, and ſaying, Call me a: 
Noni ( plealant ) call me Aarah ( bitter ) ſor the Almighty Kuch 1-20. 
bath dealt erg Litterly with me. We were preſſed cut of mea- 
ſure,abzve firength,and had the ſentence of death in our ſelves, , _ — 
that wee (hould not truſt inour ſelves, but in God whichraiſeth © 
the dead; who delivered us from ſo great a death, and doth de- 
A 2 ler, 


Pral.18.46. 


Exod. 15,2, 


To the Reader. 


liver, in whom weiraft that bewill yet deliver 94, OurBrs 
thren alſo belping together by Prayer for us, that for the mer- 
Cy beftowed on vs by means of the prayers of many, thank; 
may be given by many on our behalf, The Lord lrcab,andblif 
ſed be our yock,and let the God of our ſalvation be exalted. Hr 
1s cur God, and we will prepare ſor him an habitation, our F4- 


Pſal.7 218,19 thers God, and we will exalt bem,. Bleſſed be the Lord Godthe 


Iſa. 62: 3,4» 
Ezek 1663. 


God of 1ſrael, who onely doth wondreas things : and bleſſed be 
bis glorious Name for ever,. and let the whole earth befilled 
with his glory. Scotland ſhall yet be « Crown of glory inthe 
hand of the Lord, and arojall Drademe in the hand of our God, 
and ſhall be called Hephzi-bah and Beulah. Only let us 
remember our evill wayes, and be confounded, and never 


- openour mouth any more becauſe of our fhamewhentiic 


Lord our God is pacified towards-us.Now areboth King- 
doms put to a ttiall, whether their Humiljations be kita! 
and whether they can mourn for ſin more then-for Jucge 
ment. And let us now hear whart the Spirit ſpeaketh to 
Churhes,and not turn again to folly. New provocation, 
ot the old unrepented,w1ll create new.woes ; therefore fu 
wo more, left a worſe thing come unto us... | 


k. 
iy 


Sufith 
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But who may abide the day of bis coming, and who ſhall tand 
when he appeareth> For be # like a kefiners fire, and like 
Fullers Sopje. 


ar you ask, Of whom ſpeaketh the Prophet this, of bimſelf A. 8.34: 
9 or of ſome other man ? It is anſwered,both by Chriſti- 
SY an and Jewiſh Interpreters: The Propher ſpeaketh 
py Go this of Chriſt, the Meſſenger of the Covenant, then 
EITA much longed and looked tor by the peoplerof God, 
asis manifeſt by the preceding Verſe: And as it was fit that 21s- 
thi the laſt of the Prophets ſhould ſhut up the old Teſtament 
with clear promiſes of the coming of Chrilt (which you find in 
this, and in the following Chapter) ſo he takes the rather occa- 
fion from the corrupt and degenerate eſtate of the Prieſts at that 
time{which he had mentioned in the former Chapter)to hold 
forth unto the Church the promiſed Mefiah ; who was to come 

unto then to __ the _ of Leri. —_ 

But if you asK again, of what coming or appearing of Chriſt, 
db che Propherſpcek this?- Whether of the rf, or of the laft, "2h 
orof any other? Fhe.anſwer of Expoſitors is not ſo unanimons. ſcarcheds 
Some underſtand the lalt coming ot Chriſt in the glory of his Fa- 
ther, andholy Angels,tojudge the quick and the dead. This can- 

not ltand with ver.3 4- He ſpall purifie the fons of Levi, and pore thewe, 
'&4. Butt the laſt judgement ic will be too late for the ſons of 
Levitobe purified and purged;or for Fadaand Feruſalemto bring 
efferings unto the Lord, as in the dayes of old. 
Ockers underſtand the firit coming of Chriſt 3 and of tie, 
ſomeunderſtand his Incarnation,or appearing inthe ffrochers 
ZE 


Wy UE SSA ACaRrcST Na T7 7. 


F 


Martth.2z1, 10 


I1,12, 


Maik9r, 


Iſa, 59.20. 
kom,11 26, 


A Sermbn Preached before the 
take the meaning to be of his coming into the Temple of Jergſs 


* lem, to drive out the buyers and (cllers,at which time all the City 


was moved athiscoming. This Expoſition hath better grounds 
then the other,becauſethe coming of Chriſt (hers ſpoken of )did 
nor precede, but ſoon follow after the Miniſtery of Fobn Bytif 
and therefore cannot be meant of our Saviours Incarnation, but 
rather of his appearing with power and authority in the Temple. 
Pat this alſo falleth ſhort, and neither expreſſeth the whole, nor 
the principall part of what is meant in this Text : For howcan 
it be (aid, that the Prophecy which followeth, Verl. 3, 4. (which 
isall of a peece with Verl.2.) was fulfilled during Chrilts appear- 
ing and fitting in the Temple of Zer/alem? Or how can it becor- 
ccived, that the offerings of F#4z and Jeruſalem were pleaſant to 
the Lord at that time, when the Gentiles were not, and the Jews 
would not be brought in, to offer unto the Lord an offering in 
rightcouſneſſe? So that whether we underitand by Z#dzand Jr 
ruſalemgcthe Jewiſh Church, or the Chriſtian; this thing could not 
be ſaid to be accompliſhed, while Chriſt was yet upon earth. And 
in lizxe manner, whether we underſtand-by the ſons. of Eevj, the 
Prieſts, and Levites of the Jews, onthe Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
it cannot be ſaid that Chrilt did inthe dayes of his fleſh purite 
the ſons of Levi, as Gold and Silver. ' 

I deny nor, but the Lord Jeſus did then begin to ſet aboutthis 
work.But that which is more principally here intended;is Chriſts 
coming and appearing in a ſpiritual,but yet moſt payerfull and 
glorious manner;to ere& his Kingdom,and-to gather and govern 
his Churches, by the Miniſtery of bis Apoſtles and other Mini- 
ſters, whom he ſent forth after his Aſceniion. 

Of this coming he himſelf ſpeaketh,Zatth. 16. 28. Verily1 9 
rmto you, There be ſome ſtanding bere which ſpall.aat taſte of 'dexth, tif 
they ſee the Son of man coming in bis Kingdom. Mark addal with 
power. Neither was that all. He did not ſo come at that tim, 2s 
to put forth all his power, or to do his whole work. Hehath at 
diver$times comc,and manifeſted himſelf to his Churches, And 
this preſent timeis a timg of the revelation of, the Son.af God, 
and a day of his coming. We look alſo for a more gloriops com» 
ing of ]:{uz Ch: itt, before the end be ; For 1he Redeemer ſball come 
tt Sion,and turn a way ungadlineſſe from Jacob. And he (hall defiroy 
Antichrilt 24h the lrightreſſe of bis coming, 2 Theſ. 2. 8. In gw 
| prace | 


Right Howonrable Hooſe if 'LorD s. 
place the Apoſtle hath reſpe&to T/24. 11. 4. where itis ſaid of 
Chrilt,The rod of Fefſe,with the breath of his lips ſhall be ſlay the wicked. 
There withall,you have the Churches tranquility, the filling ot . 
the earth with the knowledge of the Lord, and the reſtoring of 


the diſperſed Jews, as yougnay read in that Chapter. Some have 8r9»ghton on 
tnot pafſe without obſervation) that the Revel 9» 


obſerved ( which ou 
Chaldec Real bad there added,the word Romilus : He ſbal! 
ſly the wicked Romilur:Wherupon, they challenge Arias Montainus 
for leaving out that word to wipe off the reproach from the Pope. 
However, the Scripuures teach us, that the Lord Jeſus will be re- 
vealed mightily,and will make bare his holy Armas well in the 
confuſion of Antichrilt, as inthe converſion of the Jews, before 
the lait judgement, and theend of all things. 

By this time you may underitand what is meant in the Text, 


by the day of Chritls coming, or coming in, as the Septuagints Em, 


read, meaning his coming or entering into his Temple, mention- 
ed inthe firit Verſe : By which Temple, Ferome upon the place, 
rightly underitandeth the Church, or ſpiricuall Temple. 

When this Temple is built Chriſt cometh into it, to fill the 
houſe with the cloud of his glory, and to walk inthe miditof the 
ſeven Golden Candleſticks. The ſame thing is meant by his ap- 


_ pearing, When he appeareth, ſaith our Tranſlation : When be ſhall be 
retez/ed, faith the Chaldee: Others read, hen he ſballbe ſeen, or in M87 


ſeeing of bim. The originall word 1 find uſed to exprefſe more re- 
marxable, divine, and glorious fights, as Gen. 16.13. Have T alſo 
bere /ooked after hims that ſeeth me? Gen.22 .14. In the mount of the Lord 
it ſp: 5: ſeen, From this word had the Prophets the name of Seers, 
1m. 9.9. And from the ſame word came the name of Viſions, 
2 Cyron. 20:5, Lechariah who had underſtanding in the viſins of God. 
Now but what of all this, might ſome think ? It Chriſt come, 
ieswe!l: He is the delire of all Nations. O but when Chriſt thus 
cometh into bis Kingdom among men with power, and isſeen 
appearing with ſome beams of his glory ; Who may abide, and wh» 


ſralftard, faith the Text? How ſha!l linners Rand before the Holy 


One? How ſhall dult and aſhes have any fellowſhip with the God 
of glory ? How ſhall our weak eyes behold the Sun of Righteoul- 
neffe, coming forth tike % Bridegroom out of his Chamber? Did 


not Ezekie/fall ypon his face at the appearance of the likeneſſe of the Ezek. 28. 
glory of the Lrd ? Did not I/aiab cry out, Wor me, fir I am undone, 17a. 6. 5+ 


fi 


4 
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for mine eyes bave ſeen the King, the Lord of boſts ?* 


But why is it fo hard a thingto abiderhe day of Chrifts Pp 


ing, or to ſtand before him when he appearethin his Temple? | 


loſh. 5.13,14» ras ask of him as Foſtnz did, Art thou for-9,o7 for our adverſarigt 


e will anſwer you, Nay, bat as a Ceptggn of the Hoſte of the Lordyan 


x Sam.16-4,5. T now come. If you ask of him, as the Elders of Beth/ehem askedof 


Inler.2 2, 


Ma 


ler,6. 30, 


Deut,;z 2,5, 


Rom. 9.4. 
Rom,11. 24, 


amuel (while they were trembling at his coming ) Comeſt thu 
peaceably * Ne will anſwer you as Same! did, Peacely. Whatis 
there herethen to trouble us ? Doth he not come t9ſave,andnat 
todeſtgoy ? Yes, to [aye the Spirit, but todeſtroy the fleſh. Hewill 
havethe heart blood of fin, that the ſoul may live for ever. This 
is ſet forth by a double metaphor : One taken from the Refinay 
fire, which purifieth metals trom the drofſe. The other, from the 
Fullers fope;z others read, the Fullers gralle, or the Fullers herb. 
Some havethought ir ſo hard to determine, that they have kept 
into the Tranſlation, the very Hebrew word Borith. Jerome telsw, 
that the Fullers herb which grew in the mariſh places of Patſtr 
na, had the ſame vertue for waſhing and making whi:c, which 
nicre hath. Yet I ſuppoſe, the Fullers ſope hath inore of that 
-vertuein ic, then the herb could have. However, it is certainthat 
Borith cometh from a word which fignifiecth to make clean, a& 
cording to that, ark 9.3. Hi raiment became ſpining , exceed 
white as ſnow : $9 as n» Fuller on earth can white them. 

But to whom will Chrilt thus reveal himſelf?: And who are 
they whom he will refine from their drofſe, and waſh from their- 
filthinefſe? That we may know from the two following verſes 
He is not a Relſiners fire to thoſe that are reprobate ſilver » and cat 
never berefined : Neither is he as Follers ſope to thoſe whole ſpot 
is not the ſpot of bt children. Nay, Chriit doth not thus loſe hisla* 
bour: But he refineth and maketh clean the ſons of Levi, alſo jo 
dah and Feruſalem. This ( I doubt not to aver )doth principally 
belong tothe Jews, for tothem pertain the promiſes , ſaith the 
Apoſtle, and the naturall branches ſhall be grafted into their 
own Olive-tree. But it belongeth alſo to us Gentiles, who arecut 
out of the wilde Olive-tree, and are grafted into the good Olive 
tree-God hath perſwaded Japhet rodwell in the Tems of Sew 
Andſo we arc now the Judah and Jeruſalem, and our Miniftery 
the ſons of Li. Gods own Church and people, even theheltof 
them haye need of this Refiners fire, and of this Fullers ſope- Fe” 
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"Right Howonrable Houſe of Londns: 
| And Comuch for the ſcope, ſence,and coherence of the Texe. 
The generall Doftrine which offeceth it ſelf to us from the 
is this: 

' Theng of Chriſt, and fellowſip with him, is very difficult and diſ- "EPI 
qeing to cur ferfull nature : Andic nat ſorafie 6 matter as moſt men 


Firtof all, this doth clearly ariſe our of the Text. As when p,gred firſt 
the people ſaid to Foſbns,G-d forbid that we ſbou!d firſake the Lord, fromthe Text 
toſerve 3ther gods. Foſpna anſwered, Te cannot ſerve tbe Lord, for be _ 24.1 6, 
as boly God, be is ajealous God. Jaſt ſo doth the Prophet here an- 19 9:19. . 
ſwerthe Jews, when they were yery much defiring and longing 
for the Meſſiah, promifing to themſelves comfort, and peace, 
and proſperity, and the reſtoring of all things according to 
theic hearts defire, if Chriſt were once come.Nay,ſaith the Pro- 
phet,not ſo: Who may abide the day of bis coming, and who ſhall ſtand 


when be g"=:W ? | 
Secondly, Other Scriptures do abundantly obnfirm it. The 2. From otter 

Dodtrine of Jeſus Chriſt was ſuch as made many of his Diſciples Scriprures. + 
fay, Thiris 8 bard ſaying, who can hear it? And from that time ma- 
ny ofthem went back, and walked no more with bim. A young man, 
arulerg who came to him with great affe&ion, was ſo cooled 
and diſcouraged at hearing of the crofſe, and felling of all he 
had.that he went away ſad and ſorrowfull. The Apoſtles them» Mat.19.24,259 
ſelves having heard him ſay, that, 1: 5s eaſier far @ camel to go tha- 
rewthe eye of a needle, then for a rich man to enter ints the kingdom of 

Grd; They were exceedingly amazed at this Do&rine, ſaying ,.}#o 
then can be ſaved ? As for his life and aQions,they were ſuchgthar 
not onely did the Gadarens beſeech him to depart out of their Math 8.34, 
coalts; but his own friends and kinsfolks were abouc to Jay bold Mark 3. xr, 
ebim ; fir they ſaid, He #« beſide himſelf. His ſufferings were ſuch, 

that all his Diſciplesdid forſake hin, and went . away every 

man this own home again. And what ſhall be. the condition 

ofthoſe that will follow him? If we will indced be his diſciples, L uy, 14.28- 
hehath forewarned us to fir down firſt, and coant our colt. He loh.v.26,2, 
hath told us; It will colt us no lefle then the bearing. of the 33- 

rolle, the forſaking of all, yea, (which.js hardelt of all)thede- 

-vyingofourſelyes: Wemuſteven ceaſe to be ſclyes.;,agd Math 16,24, 

Gannot be his, except we leave off to becur own And what ſhall 

the worldghink of us, all this won Know yenot, (ſaith James) 5954 4+ 

= | that 


loh £.60, 
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3. From the 


4 Sermon Preached before the 


'that the friendſbip of this world i4 enmity with God ? Wheoſorver then. 
fore will le a friend of the world34 the enemy of God Let no man decein 
bimſe!f.laith Pau: If any mas emong you ſeem to be wiſe in thit world, 
let bim become «Fool, that he may be wiſe. What do ye think now? 
Are not all theſe hard ſayings for fleſh and bloed to hear? ] 


might adde much more of this kinde. But 
irdly,Thus ic muſtbe;to ſet the higher value upon Chit, 


ldoney of and upon the lot of Gods children. Will Inffer lurnt-offering » 


3 Sam.24. 34+ 


Gen 39.4, 


4, From the 


nature of the of our clofing in covenant with Chriſt : For then ( and new 


Corcnam. 


the Lord my God, faith Pavid, of that which doth coft me 
And fhall ourlines fall to us in pleaſant places? Or fhall ye 
havea goodly herira [9 doth coſt us nothing?How ſhould 
the preciouſneſle of the Saints portion be known, if we loſe nv 
thing thar is dear to us, to come by it? Phil. 3.7. What thay 
were gain to me, thoſe I coxnnted tefſe for Chriſt. Matth. 13.44, 45446, 
The kingdom of bezven #4 like unto a treafure bid in « field , the whig 
when s men bsth fond, be bid«#, and for joy thereof, goeth, and ſdlah 
#Þ that be bath, and bmyeth that field. Again, The kingdom of hav 
* like nnto a merchant-man ſeeking goodly pearls , who when brbot 
fund mepearl o dar 99-9 went and fold all that he bod, an 
bought it. Jecobrtamily muſt give away all the RR 
a their ear-rings alſo, befor= they get leave to build anAte 
unto the Lord at Bethel. Abrabam mult get him out of his cour 
trey, and from his kinred, if he will comeuntothe land which 
the Lord will fhew him. -Aſfoſer muſt forſake the Conner 
if he will cake him totheherirage of Fcob his father. . 
les muſt leave ſhips, nets, fathers, and all, if they will fallow 
Chrilt And as they who come in fight of the Southepcle,/lok 
ht. of the North-pole : So when we follow-Chriſt, we muſtre> 
ſolve roforſake ſomewhat ele, yea, even that which is deardl 


tous: 
Fouarthly, Tfit were not ſo, there ſhould be no ſure evidence 


till then) doth the ſoul give it ſelf up to Chriſt to be his, and 
cloſeth with him in a covenant, when it renounceth all 
lovers, that itmay-be his onely. Shall a woman be married s 
a husband; with thereſervation of another lover, or upon cor 
dition that ſheſhall ever ftay in hey fathers houſe ? *So 
cannot be married to Chriſt , aiceye it-not onely renounce 
boſome-fins, luſts, and idols ; but be content alſo-te part wid 
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Right Honowrath Flouſe ff Lords: 
themalt lawfull creature-comfortsfor his ſake. Forget thine owe 
, and thy fatbers bawſe, (aith the P[1l, 45-10, The repudlaring 
tne and a covenant wich Chriſt, go hand in 
hand together, 1/2. 55. 2, 3. Nibs wauld not make a covenant 
with the maca of Zobeſb-Gilead, unlelſe they would pluck out 
their right eyes, intending (as 7oſepbrs gives thereaſon) todil- 
able chem from bghting, or making war: For the buckler or 
ſhield did cover their lett eye when they fought, ſo that they 
kad been hard pur coicyto fight without the right eye. This was 
acraell mercy in him : Buc ic is a mercifull ſevericy in Chriſt, 
that he will make no covenant with us, except the right eye of 
theold man of tin in us be put ont, 
Othen let us learn from all this , how miſerably many a The Vſe, 
ſoul is deluded, imagining as the Jews did, that Chriſt 
Bal even ſatisfie their carnall and earthly defires,and that the 
way of ſalvation is braad, & cafie enough. If the way of Chriſt 
beſach as you have now heard,then ſurely they are far from it; 
who givelooſe reins tothe fleſh, as David did to Ad, who ! Lig r.6. 
havenot diſpleaſed their fleſh at any time, nor ſaid , Why haſt EccloLz,to, 
they doxe ſo? Who do not withhold their heart from any joy, 
and whatſoever their eyes deſire, they keep it not from them: 
Whoarelike rhe wilde Aﬀe uſed to the wilderneſſethat ſnuffeth wp the Ter.v. 13,2 4, 
wind: at ber pleaſure ; and like the ſwift Dromedary, traverſing her 
woe: Who cannot endure to beincloſed into ſonarrow a lane, 
a3 Miniſters deſcribe the way to Heaven to be. Theſe are like 
fed oxen, which have room enough in the Meadows, but they 
are appointed for ſlaughter ; when the labouring oxen which 
are kept under the yoke, ſhall be brought home to the ſtall and 
fedthere, Was it not ſo with the rich man and Lazarus ? Nay. Luk 16 +5, 
and many of the children of God fall into this ſame ecrrour, of 
making the way of Chriſt broader and eafier then ever Chriſt 
made it, and taking morelibertie then ever he allowed. There- 
fore mark ye well our Saviours words, Matth.7.13,14. Enter ye 
int the ſtrait gate ; for wide is the gate, and broad #4 the way that leads 
' ttbto deſirultion, and many there be which go in thereat, Becauſe ſtrait 
* the gate, and narrow 14 the way which leadeth wnto life, and few there 
be that finde it. There be but Go that ſeek it, and yet fewer that ; 
knde ic, but feet of all that enter in at it. An Obje&ion 
But how doth all this agree with PW 11.30. My yoke ir * "ered fore 
G oaſte 
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eafie, and my burthen % light: and 1 Job-5. 3. His Commundmeny 


are not grievous 7 

I anfwer. 1. That is ſpoken to poor ſouls that are labouri 
and heavy loaden;za metaphor taken from Beaſts drawing ag 
Cart, which both labour in drawing, and are weary in bear 

ing. But my Text ſpeaketh to thoſethart are like undantoned 
Heifers,and like Bullocks unaccuftomed tothe yoke: The ſame 
Chriſt is a ſweer and meek Chriſt to ſome ; but a ſowre and (6 
yere Chriſt to others. 

2, Chrilts yoke is eafie in compariſon of the yoke of the lay, 
which neither we, nor our Fathers were able to bear. 

3. As wiidom is caſte to him that underſtandeth, ſo is Chriſty 
yoke eafie, & his burthen light to thoſe that are well acquaint- 
ed with it, and have good experience of it,Prov.4- 12. Whenthoy 
geſt, thy ſteps ſhall not be ſtraitned,and when thou runneſiztbox ſhalt nt 
Pumble: This is ſpoken of the way of Wiſdom; bur he ſaith, 
When thou goeſt, not, when tbou beginneſt, or, when thou entereſt. Ii 
thou art but once upou thy progrefſe,going and-running, thou 
ſhalr finde the way till the eaſier, and fill the ſweeter. 

4. Mark Chrifts own words. Its a yoke though an eafieone; 
and a burthen, though a light one.A yoke to the fleſh, but eafie 
tothe Spirit : A burthen tothe old man ; but light to thenew 
man-He poureth in Wine and Oyl intoour wounds. Oyl toche- 
riſh them, and Wine tocleanſe them. He can both plane us as 
Trees of righteouſneſſe,and at the ſame time lay the Axtothe 
root of the old Tree. He will have mercy upon the finner,but no 
mercy upon the ſin. He will ſave the ſoul, bur yer ſoas by fire. 

And thus mnch in generall of the difficulty and hardſhip of 
the way of Chriil;the great point held forth in this Text,which 
F havetheratherinſifted upon, as a neceſſary foundation for 
thoſe particulars, which I am to ſpeak of. Were this principle 
but rightly apprehended, it were caſte to perſwade you, when 
we cometo particulars. 

Some Papiſis havealledged this Text for their purgatory- 
Hereis indeed a Purgatoryzand a fireof purgatory; and ſuch a 
purgatory,that we muſt needs go thorow it , before-we can 
cometo Heaven: But this purgatory is in this world, not in 
the world tocome. The fleſh muſt gothrough ir, and northe 


fon! ſeparated : And it muſt-purge us from mortal], not = 
yenia 
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veniall fins : And by a ſpirituall, not a materiall fire. 


I will now cometo theparticulars. Chriſtis tous as a Refi» 
ners fire, and as Fullers Sope, three wayes: 
1. Reformation. 
Inreſpe& of <2. Tribulation. 
3. Mortification. 

Which make not three different ſences, but three harnoni- 
ons parts of one and the ſame ſence. 

1 in with Reformation, concerning which I draw this Do- 
frine from the Text. 

The right Reformation of the Church, which is according to the minde 2, DoPine. 
of Feſm Chriſt, 1s not without much moleſtation, and diſpleaſure to mens - _—_ . 
corrupt nature. It is a very purgatory mpon earth : Its like the fire to dro fy thereof, 
filver : And like Pullers Sope 10 ſluvenly perſons, who would ratber keep Gualr, hom. 


the Pots in their garments, then take pains towalb th b 84n Malach. 
þo £ n ke : on _— Vult enim do- 


Look but apon one pecce of the accompliſhment of this pro= cere propheta, 
phecy, and by it, judge of the reſt. When Chriſt cometh to Je- Vi3turum que 
ruſalem meek, and ſitting upon an Aſſe (as the Prophet ſaid) all the CELINA 
City-is troubled at his coming, Matth. 21: 5,10. When behad _— ry 
but caſt out the Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple,the Prieſts eccrrimues di- 
and Scribes begin to plot his death, _ 9.45,47- Nay, where v7 cultum- 
Chriſt and the —_ cometh,there is a ſhaking of Heayen and 24m 
Earth, Hag. 2.6. Thelefſe wonder, if I call Refermation like a 
Refiners fire. Thedrofle of a Church: is not purged away wich- 
out this violence of fire. 

Thisis the manner of Reformation held forth in Scripture,and 
that in reference. 1. To Magilirates and States men. 2. To Mi- 
niſters. 3. Toa people reformed. 4. To a people not reformed. 

In reference to Magiitrates and States-men, Refirnation is a 
firethat purgeth away the drofle, 1/z. 1. 25,26. And I will turn 
my b.md pox thee , and purely prrge array thy droſſe, and take axzay all 
thy tin. Here's the Refiners fire : And the Cha/dee ptraphraſe ad- 
deth the Fullers Borith.. Then followeth, And 1 will reſtore thy 
Judges ar at the firſt, and thy Counſellers as at the beginning: After- 
ward, thox ſhalt be called the City of righteouſneſſe, the faithfull City. 

terpreters note upon that place, that no ctteCtnal] Reformation 
can belooked for, till Rulers and Magiltrates be retormed;and 
that therefore the Lord premiſeth to purge awaygthe drofie 

ÞB 3 and - 
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and tin of corcupt Rulers and Judges , and to give his peoply 
ſuch Judges and Rulers as they had of old, Adofer, Joſbns, the 
Judges, David, Solomon, and the like. 

In reference to Minitters, the Doftrine is moſt elear.Thena 
words after my Text, tell you,that this refining fice is ſpecially 
intended for purifying the ſons of Levi. The ſame thing we hare 
more largely, though more obſcurely, in 1 Cor. 3. 12. to ver. 15, 
I donot ſay, that the Apoſtle there mzaneth one!y of times of 
Reform ztion © But thisI (ay, that it holdeth true, and moſtms» 
nifeltly too, of times of Refirmation ; and that this is not tobe 
excluded, but to be taken in asa principall part of the Holy 

Gualther en Ghoſts intendment in that Scripture. Heis ſpeaking of the Mp 
the place, niſters of the Goſpel and their Miniſtery , ſuppoſing alwaye 
=—- on the { 1, .t they build upon Chriſt, and hold to that true foundation: 
Acceſime tem- Upon this foundation ſome build gold, ſilver, precions ſtoner, that 
poris declare. is, ſuch Preaching of the Word,luch adminiſtration of the $ 
tar. Experimur craments, ſuch a Church-Dilcipline, and fach a life as iz ac+ 
bodie retegic5- cording to the Word, and ſavoureth of Chriſt : Ochers build 
—_— wood, bay, ftubble, whereby is meant whatſoever in their Minj- 
txerynt.Gual- ſtcry is improfitable, unedifying, vain, curious, unbeſeening 
ther. the Goſpel; for the Minifters of Chriſt matt be purified,not one 
Orietur dies, id |y from Herefie, Idolatry, Prophaneneſle, and the like,but even 
eft, clarior lux Goin that which is frothy and unedifying , which ſavourah 
pie won not of Gods Spirit, but of mans. Now ſaith the Apoſtle , Erey 
bet, Tolſanus. mans work fo be made manifeſt, for the day foal declare it, becauſe it 
Mundus tends fball be revealed by fire, and the fire ſhall try every mans work of whit 
agnoſcet vani» (Gr+ it 5... The Church ſhall not alwaycs be deluded and abuſed 
raten tradicie” rich vanities that cannot profit. Atime of Light and Refer 
mn WAITE mation diſcovereth the unprofitablenefe of thoſe things wher 
with men did formerly pleaſe and ſatisfic themſelyes. Thereis | 
a fire which will prove every mans work,even an accurate trial 
and tri examination thereof, according to the rule of Chriſt 
Chemier-Panft, Anarrow emuiry into, and exatt diſcovery of every mans 
Tvm-3.4b,26, work (for ſudo our Divines underſtand the fire there Cooken of) 
613,14 whether this fiery triall be made by the ſearching and diſco 
vering light ofthe Word in a time of Reformation, or by 
Rions, or in a mans own Conſcience at the hour of death. If 
by ſom: or all of theſe trials, a Miniſters work be found tobe 
what it oyghtto be; he (ball receive a ſpeciall reward & _ 
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Bug if he havebuilt wood, bay, and ftubble, he (hall be like a 
man whoſe houſe is ſet on fire about his ears, that is He ſhall 
ſuffer lofſe,and his work ſhall be burn yet himſelfſhall eſcape, 
and get his life for a prey, ſo «« by fire, that is, So that be can a» 
bidethateriall and examination, whereby God diſtinguilhech 
between fincere ones and Hypocrites ; or, ſothat he be found 
tohave been otherwiſe a faithfull Miniſter, and to have built 
a right foundation. 

In the third place,you ſhall finde Reformation to be a refinin 
fire, in reference tO a __ or Church reformed. He that 3s le 
inZion ſhall Le called boly, (aith the Prophet, when the Lord ſbal 
bave waſbed away the filth of the Daughters of Ziongand ſball bave pur= 
gedthe blood of Jeruſalem from the midft thereof, by the ſpirit of Judge- 
ments and by the ſpirit of burning, I[a.4.3,4. Where you may under» 


i to that, 


ment, that is, by a Spirit of Reformation (accor 
Prinee of 


Tob. 12. 3: Now #4 the judgement of this world, now fball 
abit rer ld Le caft ont: Which Spirit of Reformation is alſo a 


and did come down upon the Apoſtles inthe likenefle of cloven 
rongues of fire, The ſpiris of Reformation may be the rather 
called the Spirit of burning, becauſe ordinarily Reformation is 
aot Without tribulation (as we ſhall hear) and by the voice of 
the rod doth the Spirit ſpeak to mens conſciences. When the 
Lord hath thus wafhed away the filthy ſpots, and burnt away 
the filthy droſſe of his Church, then (Ifa. 4. 5.) fhe becomes a 
glory ora praiſe inthe earth, and the promiſe is, That apon af 
the glory ſoall be a defence : But you ſee ſhe is not brought to that 
condition, till ſhe go thorow the Refiners fire. It is nocafie mat- 
ter to calt Satan out of a perſon 3 How much lefſe to caft his 
__— out of a Land? Another place for the ſame purpoſe 


welind, Zech. 13.9. When two parts of the Land arecut off, the 
remnant which eſcape, the third part which is written 10 life in 
Jeruſalem, even they muſi be brought thorow thefire I will bring 


ibe third pert throngh the fire, ſaith the Lord, and will refine yrs af 
ver 


Bull inger on 
ſtand by the filth of the daughters of Zion, their former Idola» *** P!2<*+ 
ties, and ſuch like abominations againſt the firſt Table (which 
the Prophets call often by the name of filth and pollution) and 
the blood of Jeruſalem, the fins againſt the ſecond Table. 
heſe the Lord promiſeth to purge away by the _—_ of Judg- 


;. Maith, 3.1 3; 
ritof burning ; even as the Holy Ghoſt is elſewhere called fire, 
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ſilver ia refined, and will try them a gold 1 tried. This is the fiery 
eriall of affli&tion, but the fruic of it is a bleſſed Reformation 
to make the Church, as molt pure refined gold. They foal cal on 
Ribera upon myName, and I wil bear themgthat is, they ſhall no longer worſhip 
the place Idols,butm: onely,and they ſhall offer to the Lord an offering 
in rightcouſneſſe, which ſhall be accepted ; And what more? ] 
will (ay, It 1s my people ; and they ſhall ſay, The Ld is my God : Bes 
hold, a reforming people, and a covenanting people : But he 
Ia.31 9. that hath bit fire in Zim, and bis furnace in Feruſaleme, doth ficlt re. 
fine them, and purifie them. We are not reformed in Gods ac+ 
count, till the refining fire have purged away our drofle,till we 
be refined as ſilver is refined, _ tried as gold is tried. 
Laſtly, In reference toa people not reformed, hear what the 
Prophet ſaith, Fer.6. 23, 29,30. They are brafſe and iron, they ge al 
corrupters : The bellows are burnt, the lead # conſumed off the fire, the 
fomnder melteth in vain; for the wicked are not plucked away. Reprobate 
ſilver ſhall men call them, becauſe the Lord hath rej:Oted them. The 
Chaldee Paraphraſe expoundeth it of the Prophets who labour- 
ed in yain, and ſpent their (trength for nought, ſpeaking tothe 
mo in the Name of the Lord, to turn to the Law and tothe 
eſtimony ; but they wonld not turn. 

I might draw many Vſes from this Do@rine: but I ſhall cons 

tent my ſelf wich theſe few. | 

Firſt» applica= Firſt of all, it reproveth that contrary Principle which ca 


poſersof Re» 


Reyel.14,z, an acceptablething, not diſpleafing: it muſt be & the voice of ha 
pers harping with their harps, but not « the voice of many waters, of 

# the voice of great thunders. Thus would many heal the wound 

of the daughter of Zion (lightly, and daub the wall with un- 

tempered morter ; and ſofar comply with the f{infull humonrs 

and inclinations of men, as in effe& to harden themin eyil,and 
toſtrengthentheir hands in their wickednefſe; or at leaſt,ifmen 

GaLt.ro, be moralized, then to trouble them no further. Saith nor the 
"Apoſtle, If Iyer pleaſed men, I ſhould not be the ſervant of Chriſt? And 
Rom-8.7 again, The carnall minde is enmity againſt God,and # not ſubjelt tothe 
Law of God, neither indeed can be. So that either we muſt havea 
Reformation diſpleafing rv God, or diſpleafing to men. It is 

got thright Reformation, which is not diſpleaſing to ue 

JJ, 


cion $0 the Þ* nal reaſon ſuggeſteth: Reformation mult not grievezbut pleaſy , 
tormation, If muſt not break nor braiſe, but heal and bindeup ; it multbe 4 
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jth £0 a Sanbalzt, ro a Pemerriaeyto the carthly=minded , tg 
the ſelf-ſecking Palicitjang, tg the carnal and profane. Irs bue 
u theqld enmity between the ſeed of the Woman and the ſeed of 
p the Serpent. Nay, what if Refqrmation be diſplealing tq good Gen. z. 15. 

; men, in ſo far as they are ynregenerate, carnal, carthly,proud, 

I mmortified ? (For who can ſay, I have made my beart clean,I ans pure —_— 
'. fm my fin?) What if a Zoſpus cnvie Eldag and Medad ? Whartif wg tu, 


e a0 Azronand a Miriam (peak again(t Moſes? What if a religious :Chron,16.10 


« 4{sbe wroth wich the Scer? What if a Davie will not alter his 2 gam.19.29. 
. former Judgement, thoygh very erroneous, and will not (no, | 
- qot after berter information.) have it thought that he was in 

anerrour? What if a Zonab refuſe tg go to Nineveb, when he iz 190ab 13+ 


called? What if the diſciples of Chriſt myſt be taught to be Mark 9.33; 
more humble? What if Peter muſt he reproyed by Pau! for his 077 gp 
difimylation? What if Archippur muſt be admonithed to attend ©01,, 15. 
better upon his Miniftery ? What if Chriſt myſt tell the Angels Reyel,a.& 3: 
ofthe Churches, that he hath ſomewhat agaipſt them? If Re- 
formation diſpleaſe both evil men, and ( in ſome reſpeR) good 
men;this makes itno worſe then « refiers fire; and {9 it muſt be, 
| ifit beaccording to the minde of Chriſt. 
My ſecond and chief Application ſhal be unto you,wy Noble ,, a,,ic.a- 
Lords. If you be willing to admit ſuch a Reformation as is ac* on tothe Par- 
cording tq the minde of Chrjſt,as is like the Refiners fire and Ful> liament, in 4, 
kr: See; then, in the Name of the Lord Jeſas Chriſt, (who will : m_ » 
.s ,ere long, to eyery one of you, Give an 4ccomnt of the Steward: lt 
* i ; for thou mayeſt be no longer Steward )I recqmmend theſe three 
| things ynto you ;I mezn,that you ſhquld make uſe of this refi- 
ning fire in reference to three ſorts of drofle. 
1. Thedrofle of Aalignancy. 
2. The drofſe of Herefte and Corruption in Religion: 
3. The drofle of Profanenefſſe. | 
Touching the firſt of theſe, take the wiſe counſel of the wiſe © Touch 
Man, Prov. 24. 4,5. Take away the droffe from the ſilver, and there ſpall ,,rivence aw 
come forth a veſſe! for the finer. T the away the wicked from before the ar catreſpons 
King, and byt throne ſpall be eftablifbed in Righteayfaeſſe. Remember dence wich 
allo thefourth Article of your tolemn Leagye and Covenant,by Malignants; 
which you haye obliged your ſelves, with yqur hands lifted up 
tothe moſt eb God, to endeavour the diſcoyey, triall, and 
condign puniſhment of all ſuch as have been gr ſhall be Incen- 
| C diaries, 
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diaries,Malignants, or evil Inſtruinents, by hindering the refor- 
mation of Religion, dividing the King trom his people,or one of 
the Kingdoms trom another,*or making any FaCtion or Parties 
among the people contrary to this Covenant. There was oncea 
compliance between the Nobles of Judah and the Samaritany, 
which I hope you donot read of , without abominating the 
thing: You find it, Nehem. 6.17.19. In thoſe d ayes, the no' les of Ja 
Auh ſent many letters to Tobijah, and the letters of Tbij:b came uny 
them. Alſo (ſaith Nehemi.th) they reported bis g00d deeds before me, aud 
attcred my words t0 bime. But you have alto the errour of a god] 
man ſet before you as a rock to be avoided, 2 Chron. 1 9.2.Sh ud 
thy help the ungodly, and love them that hate the Lord ? Therefire 
wrath upon thee from before the Lord. T am not to dwell u pon this 
Point : I freak a5 to wiſe men, judge ye what I ſy. 

In the ſecond place, think of the extirpation of Herelie, and 
of unſound dangerous Doftrine, fuch as now ſpringeth up a- 
pace, and ſubverteth the faich of many. There is no Heretick nor 
falſe Teacher,which hath not ſome one fair pretext or another: 
But bring him once to be tried by this refining fire, he is found 
to be like 2 potſheard covered with ſi/zer droſſe. What us the chaſf to the 
wheat, ſaith the Lord ? and what is the drofle tothe filyer? It 
this be the way of Chriſt which my text ſpeaketh of,then (ſure) 
that which now paſſcth under the name of Liberty of Conſcience, 
13not the way of Chriſt. Much hath been written cf this Uo 
ſtion. For my part, Iſhall for the preſent onely offer this one 
gument: If Liberty of conſcience ought to be granted in matters0 
Religion, it ought alſo to be granted in matters Civil or Milt 
tary. But Liberty of Con{cience.ought not to be granted in matters 
Civil or Military, as is acknowledged: Therfore neicherought 
ittobe granted in matters of Religion. Pot the cale now there 
be ſome well-meaning men( otherways void of offence )who 
from the erroneous perlwafion of the'r conſciences , think it ut- 
ter]y finfull, and contrary to the Word of Cd, to take Armsin 
the Parliaments Service, or to cor tribute to this preſent War, 
or to obey any Ordinance of the Lords and Commons, which 
tendeth to the reſiſting of the Kings Forces : Now compare this 
caſe with the caſe of a Socinian, Arminian, Antinomian, orthe 
like : They both plead for Liberty of Conſe;ence : They both ſay, 
Qur conſcienceought not tobe compelled; and if wedo againlt 

our 
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our Conſcience, we fin. Tbeſeech you, how can you give Liberyy 
of Conſcience tothe Heretick, and yer refuſe Liberty of Conſcience to 
him thatis theconſcientious Recuſant in pointof the War?l am 
fare there can be no anſwer given to this Argument, which will 
not be reſolved into this Principle. Mens Conſciences may be 
compelled for the good of the State, but not for the glory of 
God, We mult not ſuffer the State colink ; but if Religion fink, 
wecannot help it. This is the plain Engliſh of it. 

When I ſpeak againit libercie of conſcience, it is far from my 
meaning to advile any rigorous or violent courſe againit ſuch 
25being ſound in the taich and holy in life, and not of a turbu- 
lent faRious cariage,do differ in ſmaller matters from the com- [ob 34 

neither let the light ſhine upon it, in which it ſhall be ſaid that the 
Children of God in Brittain are Enemies and perſecutors of each 
other. He is no good Chriſtian who will not ſay Amen to the 
prayer of Jeſas Chriſt, that all who are his may be one in him. 
Iſthis be heartily wiſhed, let it be effeCtually endeavoured. And 
let thoſe who will chooſe a dividing way, rather then an Uni- 
ting way, bear the blame. 

The third part of my Application ſhall be to ſtir you up 3 Touching 
(Right Honorable)to a willing condeſcending to the ſetling of the reſtraint of 
Church-Government in ſuch a manner,as that neicher ignorant {<2ndalous 
nor ſcandalous perſons may be admitted to the holy Table of oo _ 
the Lord. Let there be in the houſe of God Fullers ſope to take OY 
off thoſe who are ſþ1ts in your feaſts, and a relining fire totake a- 
way thediofle from the filver. Thox putteſt azy y all the wicked of Pal119-11 9, 
theearth like droſſe,Caith David. Take away therefore the wicked 
from before the King of glory 3 for they ſhall not ſtand before Plal. 5-5, 
him who haterh al! workers of T1iquiity. You fee God puts all pro- 
fane ones in one Categoric, and fo ſhould you. There is a like 
reaſon againſt ſever, and againlt ſeventy ſcandals. Or, if you 
pleaſe to make a Catalogue of ſeven, you may, provided it be 
ſuch as God himſelt makes in the fitrh verſe of this Chapter, 
where ieven ſorts are reckoned forch (as ſfomeTInterpreters com- 
pute)vut the 13ſt of the ſeven, is generall and comprehenſive, 
2y Tus CC upeers {,asthe Septuagints have ity and thoſe that fear Grotings gets 
not me: thole, {aich Gne, who are called in the New Teltament #2 3alac: 3+ 
«fu ungodly. ferome noteth upon the place, that though men 
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. (hall not be guilty of clie aforementioned particulars, yet Gog 
makes this crime enough, that they are ungodly. Nay I dare 
undertake to draw out of Erſtzs himſe!f ('the great adver 
ſarie ) a Catalogue of ſeven ſorts of perſons co be kept cff from 
the Lords Table, and ſiich a Catalogue as Godly Minifters can 
be content with. But of this elſewhere. 

Moſt horribly hath the Lords Table been prophaned.- for- 
merly in this kingdom, by the admiſſion of (candalousperſony, 
God will wink at it no longer:now is the opportunity of Refor 
mation. The Parliament of England (if any State in the world) 
oweth much.to Jeſus Chritt ; and hewill take ir very ill at your 
hands if ye do him not right in chis. Iſay do him right,for,alay, 
what is it.to Miniſters, it were mbre for their eaſe, and tor plex * 
ling of the people, ta admit all : but a neceſſity is laid upon us 
that we dare not doit, and wountous,if wedo it. And tor your 
part,ſhould"yqu not eſtabliſh ſuch.a rule as may put a difference 
between the precious and the vile, the clean and the undean; 
you ſhall in ſo far make the Churches of Chrilt in a worſe condi» 
tion,and more dilabled'to keep themſelves pure, then either 
See Mr. 89. they were of o!d under Pagan Emperours,or now are under Pos 
6izſons Apole- pilh Princes. You ſhall alſo ſtrengthen-inſtead it filencing the 
$ycap-13, Qbjeftions both of Szparatifts and; Socinians, who have with 
Faufv6 Secinus more then < colour of advantage opened their mouthes wide 
dome a 2 Book -gainit ſome Reformed Churches, for their not cxecciling of 
prove that gy -. ©. __* 
all thoſe in the Diſcip.ine againlt icandalous and prophane perſons, and pars 
Reformed ticularly for not ſuſpending them from the Sacrament of the 
Churches ef Lords Supper. Nay which is yet more, if you ſhould refuſethat 
Poland who which Ipcak of, you ſhall come ſhort of that which Heathen } an 
he ins” wh themſelves incghcir way did make conſcience of: for they didins n1 
#uche to = terdi& and keep-of trom their holy things all ſuch as they | T; 
rate the mſelyes and oyn withthe Aſſemblies who (ſaith h:) are falſly called Arriazs and kn 
Kbionites. One: of his arguments is this, becaul: 1n rhoſe re!o;: med Churches there is a great th 
negle& of Church Diſc: pline whereby it comet h to palle char ſcandals perſons are acmit th 
ted tothe Lords Table Tic ſame argument is preticd againſt ſome Lutheran C hup hes by | 
Schlichtingius Diſput.prs Socixo contra Me far ump 6-48 4 Liget ix dolendum fit talia promiſed « 
paſſimg, fierizc abiific in morem; pejuts tamen adbye cf quod malis ifi in, pr ater conciones mterdums th 
dliquas, quibuſdam in locis, nulla adb beat ur mcd cine, nes reftores Ecelcjarum bec cure tangy 
ut vitia tam late grafſantia, diſciplind & cenſurd Ecileſtaſied, ab ip/o Chriſto & Apoſftolu uſt 
Iwtacoercean'ur. /nde fatt um eſt ut non ſolum iſta peccata, gue lev.0re vident wr, fed ciiam a 
gr aviora, puta comeſſationes, compotationes, ebrietates , ſgoxtat iqnes, libidings , ire , in. might) 
mime, obtrcct ationcety ads ar bella, di woio quodam cc! eftaſtivonnundarint, 
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eſteemed prophane and {candaloys,whom therefore they called 


wel, that is, accuſed or delated perſons : In this manner was 
Alibiader excommunicate at Athens, and Virginia at Rome : the 
former recorded by P/utarch,the latter by Eivixe. I trult God ſhal 
never ſo far deſert this Parliament, as that in this particular, 
Pagan and Popiſh Princes, Separatilts, Socinians — Heathens 
ſhall riſe up in Judgement againſt you. Iam perſwaded better 
things of you-, and things that accompany ſalvation : and, 
namely, that you will not ſuffer the Name and Truth of God 
tobethrough you blaſphemed and reproached. 

Do ye not remember the ſad ſentence againft E/z and his 
houſe, Becayſe bu ſons made themſelves vile,and be reſtrained them not, 
15m. 3. 13. The Apolite telsus, that the Judgement of God a- 
bideth not onely thoſe that commit fin, buzthoſealſo who con- 
fent with them : Roms. 1. 32. Aquine upon that place ſaith we 
may conſent to the-fins of others two waies. 1.Direftly by coun- 
ſelling, approving, &c. 2. Indirealy, by not hindering when we 
can. And ſodid E!iconſent to the vilenefle of his (ons, becauſe 
though he reproved them he did not reſtrain them. 

Thereisa Law, Exod: 21.29. If anox were wont to puſh with b1y 
horn in time paſt, and it hath been teſtified to bis ovoner, and be bath not 
hept bim in, but that be h#th killed a man or a woman, the ox ſball be ſty- 
ned, and bis oxyner alſo ſbaltbe put to deaxh. It could be no excule to 
fay,lintended no ſuch thing;and it is a grief of heart to megthat 
ſuch miſchief is done. That which I ayme at, is this. The Di- 
reÞiry which you have lately eſtabliſhed ſaith, The ignerant and 
the ſeavd 1/09 are not fir to receive this Sacrament of the Lords Supper: 
andtherefore Mini'ters are appointe&to warn all ſuch in the 
name of Chriſt, that they preſume not-to come to that holy 
Table. It is now deſired, chat this (which you have alreadie ac- 
knowledged to be according tothe V/ord of God and nature of 
that holy Ordinance) may be made effe&aall +and for that end 
that the power of Diſcipline be added tothe power of Doftrine: 
otherwiſe you are guilty in Gods ſighc of nor reſtraining thoſe 
that make themſelves vile. 


Inthe thir&/and laſt place, Tſhall apply my Doftrine to the 3 Application 
ſons of Levi, and thatin a twofold conſideration. 2-Aftively , 9 Miniſters, 


2 Paſſively. 


ARively, becauſe, if we belike our Maſter, eyen apatcy > 
as 
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Jeſus Chriitzor partakers of his un&ion, then our M'ni.tecy will 
have notonely light, but fice in ic, we malt be burning as well 
as ſhining lights; not onely ſhining wich the light of knowledge, 
lol.5.35- and of the Doftrine which is according to godlineſſe, but burns 
ing allo with zeal tor reforming. abules, and purging of the 
Enar, in Þ/zt. Church from the droffe thereot. Which made Azg:Fine to apply 
194, Cum ay- propotozically to Minilters that which is (aid of the Angels of 
ais, tgis of heaven, P/al. 104.4. Who make:b bis Angels jpiritr, ad bis Miniſter 
meter Dez a fliming fire. Sathan hach many Incendiaries again't the Kings 
dncenſierum = PAL - . Ed  _ 
lam putas z dom ot Chrilt. Othat we were Chrifts Incendiarics againlithe 
incendat lices kingdom ot Sathan. If we will indeed appear zealous for the 
ſed femmty- Lord, letitnot feem (range if the Adverſaries of Reformation 
_ ven pt ſay of us as they ſaidof the Apoſtles themſelves. Theſe that bne 
jw Yr 4080 turned the world upſide doven, are come hither aiſo. Yet it ſhall beng 
AQ 17,6, grief of hcarttous afrerward , but peace and joy unſpeakable, 
that we have endexvoured to doour duty faithfully. 

P aſſwe!y alſo the Application muſt be made, becaule the ſons 
of Levi muſt in the firit place go through this retining fire then» 
ſelves, and they moſt of all other men have need to be andmuſt 
be refined from their drofle. 1 find in Scripture that theſe three 
things had a beginning among the Prieſis and Prophets. 1 Sin, 
error, and ſcandall beginneth at them. Fer. 50. 6. Their Shepberd; 
hare cauſed them to go aſtray. And Fer.23-15. From the Prophets of Jo 
ruſalem 44 prophaneneſſe gone out into all the Land. 2 Judgement be» 
gins at them. Ezek. 9. 6. Slay utterly 0/d and young, and begin at my 
ſanFuary. 3. The refining work of Reformation beginneth or 
ought to begin at the purging and refining, of the ſons of Le, 
So you have it in thenext words after my Text, and 2 Chron.2g, 
435- &c. where Hezekiab beginneth his Reformation at the ſair 

2 C'ron- 29, Aifying of the Prieſts and Levites. Put as it was then in Judaby 

34. its now in Eng/.zrd, ſome of the ſons of Levi are more uprightto 
ſanQifie themſelves then others. The fire that I ſpake of betore 
will proveevery man and his work. 

I am ſorrie I havecccafion to adde a third Application but 
come on and[ will ſhewyou greater things than theſe. What 
will you (ay, if any be found among che ſons of Levi, thatwil 
neicher be aQtivenor paſſive in the eſtabliſhing of the Churct- 
refining and ſin-cenſuring Government of Jecus Chrilt,but will 


needs appear upon the Stage againit it, This was donein a [att 
appear up gc ag -_—— 
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Sermon now come abroad, which hath gtyzn no {mall ſcandal, 
and offence. I am coafident every other godly Miniſter will ſay, 
ler my tongue cicavetothe root of my mouth , betore I do the 
like. 

Thave done with that which the Text holds forth concerning 
Reformation. The ſecond way how Chrilt is like a refiners fire, 
and like fullers ſopeis in reſpett of tribulation which either fol- 
loweth, or accompanieth his coming into his Temple. Aſtliftion 
Is indeed a refining fire, P/al. 's 6.10. For thou 0 God haſt proved MH: 
thx baſt tried us as ſilver 14 tried, verl. 12. We went through fire and 
through water, 1 Pet. 1.6,7. Te are in heavineſſe through manifold tem- 

ations, that the triall of your faith leing much more preciow then of 
gold that periſheth, though it be tried with fire z might be found unto 
priſe, &c. Aﬀeii&tion is alſo the tullers ſope to puritie and make 
white, Dan.11.35. and 12.10. Many ſhall be purified and made white, 
xd tried: where the ſame word is uſed from which I ſaid be- 
fore, the fullers ſope hath its name. 


The DoRtine ſhall be this. Tribn/ation doth either accompany or 4 BolT+ine; 


follow after the work of Reformation, or purging of the houſe of God.So it 
was when Chri? himſelf came into his Temple. Lak. 12.49. lam 
come 10 ſend fire on the earth, verl.5 1. Suppoſe ye that I am come to ſend 
peace on earth, I tell you nay; but rather diviſim. So it was when tne 
Apoſtles were ſent forth into the world. Peter applieth to that 
time the words of Joel. And I will ſbers wonders in heaven above, and 
fynes in earth | eneath, blood and fire, and vapour of ſmoke,the Sun ſpall 
be tnrned into darkneſſe, and the Moon into blood. Acts 2. 19,20. The 
meaning is,ſuch tribulation ſhall foliow the Goſpel,which ſhall 
be like the dat kening of the great lights of the worid, and as it 
werea putting of heaven and earth out of their courſe,logreat a 
change and calamity ſhall come. Theexperience both of the an« 
Cient and now-retormed Churches duth allo abundantly con- 
frm this Dcftrine.Neither ruſt we think that all the calamities 
of the Church are now overpaſt. Whocan be aſſured thatthar 
houre of greateſt darknefle, the Eilling of the witneſſes is paſt, 


and all that ſad prophecie, Rez. 11. tuifilled. And if (ome be not p,;,5,mm & 
much miſtaken, it is to!d, Dan. 12, 1. that there fball be g:eater 4/fod. in Dan 
tribulation abont the time of the Jews converſion, then any we *?+ x. 


dave yet ſeen. At that time, ſaith the Angel to Daniel, there ſpail 


be 2 time of trouble, ſuch as never was ſince there was a nation , even ts 


that 
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that ſame timg : and at that time thy people ſhall be delivered, every a3; 
that ſball be found written in the book. ; 

Imakehaſtezo the Hſcs, and firlt, lex nze gjye ynto Gad the 
glory of his truth, if we have been deccived, ſurely hehath ng 
deceived ug;torhe hath givenys plain warning in his ward,and 
hath nut kept up frompus,the worit things which ever haveur 
ever {hall comeupan his Church. And now when the ſword of 
the Lord hath gutten a charge againlt theſe three covenamin 
and reforming Kingdoms, is this any ather then the ward k 
the Lord, that when Chriit comerh into his Temple , who ng 
abide the day of bis coming, and who ſuf! ſtand, when he appeareth? fir 
he # like a refiners fire, and like fullerg ſope. 

And forthe invaſion of Scozl;nd by ſuch an enemy after a me 
farrgation,is it any new thing ? May we not ſay that which is 
hath Þcen? Did not Senaker invade Judah, after Hezekiahs re: 
formation. 2Chrez. 32.1. And though after the reformationof 


$ Chron-14-9. Aſz,and after the reformation of Jehoſaphat alſo , the land had 


and 20,7. 


a ſhort reſt and a breathing timezyet nor long after a farrainins 
vaſton fallowed bath upon the one refarmatian and-the other, 
Nay,look what is the worſt thing which hath befallen to Sc: 
land as yet, as much, yea worſe hath formerly befallen to the 
Church & peaple of God toward whom the Lord had thanghts 
of peace, and not of evil ;to give them an expetted end. Ifayit 
not for diminiſhing any thing either from the fin or ſhameot 
Scotland; the Lord forbid, we will bear the indignation of the 
Lord becauſe we have finned againſt him, we will Jay our hand 
upon our mouth, and accept the pyniſhment of aur iniqnity,we 
will bear our ſhame for ever,becauſe our Father hath ſpit jn our 
face, our Rock hath ſold ys, and onr firength hath departed 
from us. But I ſay it by way of anſwering himythat reproacheth 
in the gates, _ by way of pleading for the truth of God.Some 


have abjeRed rqour reproach, that when the Lord required the 
Ifraelites ta appear befare him in Jer#ſzlem thrice a yeer, hep 
miſed that no man ſhould invade their habitations in their ab» 
An'wer to Mr, ſence, Exud. 34.23,24- which gracious providence of bie,no doubt laies 
Kim 12 one, continues ſtill prote@ing all ſuch & gre employed by bit command 

fi;ons. 


yet thath nar been ſq with Scotland, during the time of their 
armies being in England, I anſwer, belides that which hath 


been iaid already , even in this, the word and work of a 
W 
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well agree, and that Scripture ought not to be fo applycd tous, Cajetax in 

except the C.nzenites, and the Amvriter, and the Febuſites of our + 7,4 34 2.4. 

tme had bcen all catit our of our borders, ( we tind this day £00 zor obiigaba: 

many of them lurking there,and waicing cheir opportunity Yfor (preceptiom «2- 

the Septuagines, and many of the interpreters read that Text Pn mad gt 

thus, For when ſball caſt out the nations before thee , and enlarge thy —_ Jaith ary 

bardersy no man ſba'l deſire thy land, when thou ſhalt go wp to appear be= minos torr 

fore the Lird thy Gd thrice in the yeer. And this is the trac ſence, promiſſ's, qua- 

read it as you will. For the promite is limited totherime of calt- 4 ſecur2 uni 

ing out the Nations and inlarging their borders, ( which came REP gk. 1g : 

not to paſſe ti!l the dyes of Sy/ommn ) ics certain that from the p;,,c. comment 

time of making that promile, the people had not ever libertic un i/lum loc. 

and protetion tor keeping the three ſolemne Fealts in the place tm quia Des 

of the anaRuary : as might be proved from divers forrain in- _—_ wag 

rafions and ſpoytings ot that Land for ſome yeers togerher, —_—_— 

whereof weread in the book of the Judges. Bur I go on. quia dilatatuce 
In the ſecond place,let God have the glory of his juſt & righs 1:5 ernt fines 

teous dealings. = us ſay with Fob, I will leave my comp aint upon PP %% jor, — 

m ſelf,and ſay unto God, ſhew me wherefore thou contendeft with me. | ro her, 

Putby all means take heed you conceive not anill opinion of ,,,,» [ubditos 

the Covenant and cauſe of God,orthe reformation of Religion, & tributarios. 

becauſe of the tribulation which followeth thereupon. Say not, 2 Vſe. 

k was a good old world when we burnt incenſe to the Qieen Ib 10.1.2, 

of heaven, for then we were well, end ſzwp no evil. Bur (ſaid the peo- 

ple to feremiah) ſince we left «ff to burn incenfe to the Ducen of heaven, 

and to poure out drink-offerings to her, we bxve been conſumed by the 

ſwrd, and by the famine, Fer. 44. 17, 18. Toluch Tanſwer in the £710. 

words of Solomon, $ ay not thou, wh ut is the caſe that the former times 

were better then theſe, for than dieſt not enquire wiſely concerning this. 

Was the peop!es coming out of Egypt, the cauſe why their car- 

alles did fail inthe windernefſe ? or was it their murmuring 

and rebelling againſt che Lord, which brought that wrath up- 

on themJt thou wilt enquire wiſely concerning this thinggread 

Zephaniah, cap. t. Tn che dayes of I ſizb, even inthe dayes of 7u- 

6b; belt retormations the Lord ſent this meſſage by the Pro- 

phergl will :terly conſiume all things from off the Land.v.2. And 1 will 

bring diſtreſſe upon men, that they ſhall walk like blind men, and their 

blaud ſþall __ ont as duſt, and their fleſh 25 dung, ver}. 17. What 

masthereaſon of ic? Ic is plainly told ——__— let us take ir 


all 


Plal.44. 17, 


3 Uſe 
Pſal.8 9.46, 


_- 


Ezech15.7, 


Ezek: 22,1953 
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all home to our (clves) becauſe notwithitanding of that pub. 
lick reformation, thcre was a reninant of B22! in theland, and 
the Chemarins,and thoſe who halt between two opinions, who 
{ſwear by the Lord(ortothe Lord which is cx pounded of thetas 
king of the Covenant in J-ſiabs time) but they (wear by Af4þ 
cham alſo. 4.5. There are others who do nct leck ihe Lord nor 
enquire after himzand many that turn back from the Lerd ina 
courſe of back-{liding, v.6. other clothed with itrange apparell, 
verſ. 8. others cxerciſing violence and deceit, ver{'9. a number 
of Atheiſts-alioliving among Cos pcople,zer.12. For thele and 
thelike eauſes doth the 11nd mourn. It is nut the Covenant but 
the broken Covenant, it is not tie Retormation, bur the want 
of a rea]l and perſonall Reforwation , that hath drawn onthe 
Judgment.Blefſed are they who ſhall keep their garments cleang 
and ſhall be able to ſay, A!! this is come upon us, yet have we not 
forgotten thee, nor dealt falſely in thy Coven.unt, 

Thirdly, give God the glory of his wiſdom, many are now 
crying, how long Ewd wilt thau hide thy ſelf for ever? fball thy wrath 
barn like fire ? Your anſwer trom God is, that the rod ſhall be 
indeed removed, and even caſt into the fire in your ſtead, but 
when ? it ſhall be when the Lord hh performed his whole work wen 
Adount Zion, and on Jeruſalem. T/a.)0 12. It the Indgement have 
not yet done all the work it was ſent for, then they ſhall go ot 
from on fire, and another fire ſhall devonre them, faith the Lord. God 
is a wiſe refiner, and will not take the filver ont of thetire, til} 
the drofſe be purged away from it. Heis a wiſe Father whowill 
notcaſt the rod of correCtion, till it have driven away all that 
folly which is bound up in the hearts of his children. Bebold, 
therefore ſaith the Lord, I will gather you into the midſt of Jeruſ> 
lem, as they gather filter and braſſe,and iron, and leadgand timne into the 
midſt of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt it : ſo will T gather 
you im mine anger, and in my fury, and T will leave youthere, and melt 
Jer: He ſpeaks it tothoſe who had eſcaped the captivity of Je 
boiakim, and alſo the captivity of Jehoiachin, and rhought they 
{ſhould be ſafe and ſecure in Fernſz/em, when their brethren were 
in Babylon, I will gather you, ſaith the Lord, even in the midſ oi 
Feruſalem, and when thou think you are out of one furnace, you 
{hall fall into another ; and if you will not be refined from your 


drofle, you ſhall never come out of that furnace, but I will melt 


as. 
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ou there,, and leave you there, which did ſo cometo paſſe; for 
thereſidue that eſcaped to Egypr, and thought to ſhelter them» 
ſelves there, as likewile theſe that remained in Fernſalem, and 
held out that ſiege with Ze:4chias,even all theſe did fall under 
theſword,and the tamine,and the peltilencegrill they were con- 
ſamed; I-24. 8.10. Let thole chat are longelt ſpared, . take heed 
they be not ſorelt ſmitten. Say not with Agag the bitterneſſe of 
dexthis paſt. The child chaliMd in the afternoon, weeps as ſore 
25thechi!d chaitiſed in the forenoon. Remembee the Lord will 
nottake away the Judgement till he have performed his work; 
yea his whole work ; and that up»n Mount Zion and Teru/alem 
it felf. It is nolight matter, the rol mult be yery heavy before 
ouruncircumciſed heart can be humbled, and the furnace very 
hot, before our drofſe depart from ns. We have need' of all the 
ſore ftrokes which we mourn under,and if one lefſe could do the 
turn ir ſhould be ſpared, for the Lord doth not affli& willingly; 


weour ſelves rive every ſtroke out of his hand. 


But in the fourth and Jaſt place, let us give God the glory of 4 Uſe. 


his mercy alſo, he means todous good in ourlatterend. It is 
the band of a father, not of an enemy: Ic is a refining,not a con- 


ſuming fire. The poor mourners in Zion are ready to ſay, Our zh. 37. 8k, 


hmes are dried, and our hope 11 loſt, we are cut off for our parts : we are 
lixerolie in this fre and furnace for ever, becauſe our drofle.is 
isnot departea trom us,we are li] an unhumbled,anunbroken, 
an unmortihed generation ; yea, many like Ab2z;in thetime of 
ffiition treſpaſling yet more againſt theLord, many thinking 
of going back again to Eyypr. To ſuch I have theſe two chings to 
ſay tor their comfort : Firlt, there is a remnant which ſhall nor 
onely de delivered;but purified,and ſhall come forth as gold one 
ofthe re. The third part ſhall be refined, and the Lord ſhall ſay, 
It ic mypeope, Zxch.13.9. And a moſt ſweet promiſe there is after 
the ſaddelt denunciation of judgement, Ezek.14. 22,23. Tet be- 
bld therein ſball be left a remm.mmt that ſpail be brought both ſons and 
daghters,! eb1ld they ſhall come forth unto you,and ye ſhall ſee their way 
and their doings,and ye ſpall be comfarted concerning the evill that I have 
brought upon Feruf lem, even concerninz all that T have bromwght upon it, 
And they ſhall comfort you when you fee their wayes and their doing! 
and ye ſba'l know th t Thave not done without cauſe all that T bave cone 
in it, ſaith the Lord God. Dan. 12.10. Many ſþz!! be purified and mad: 

D 2 white, 
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and tried: but the wicked (ball d> wickedly, and nene of the wicked bat 
underſtand, but the wiſe ſball underſtand, er. 24. 7. After thepro- 
miſe of delivering thoſe that were carried away to Babylon,there 
is a nother promiſe added of that which was much berter: I will 
yrve an he art to know me that I am1 by Lord, and they (Þ4l [ be my feop's 
and I will le their God, for they ſhall return unto me with their why 
keart, Plal. 130. 8 He ſpl! redeem Tirael from all bis mi ities, Ze, 
3. 12,1-3. I will alſo leave in the midfh- f them an offlicted ind poore pe 
ple, ard they foa'l truſt in the name of the Lord. The remnant of Ira 
feall not do iniquity, nr ſpeak lies, neither ſhall 4 deceitful tongue be 
found in their muuth.- Lec your touls now apply theſe and thelike 
promiſes,and cry,Lord rememberthy promite,and let not ajot 
of thy good word tall rorthe ground. 

Secondly. as the promiſcs of ipirituall and eternall bleſſings, 
ſo the promiſes of peace and temporall deliverances, are not le 
gall bur even Evangelical] : It we be not refined and purged as 
weoughtto be,that is a matter of humiliation rous,but it is al 
ſoa matter of magnitying the : iches of free mercy , Iſa. 48, 
9,101 1. For my Names [ake wi'l I deferre mine anger,and fir my praiſe 
will Lrefrain for thee. Bchld, T have refined thee but not with ſilvery] 
have choſen thee in the frnace of . ffs ion, for mine own ſake, jeafn 
mine own ſake will I 4» it. The Lord is there arguing with hispeo- 
p!e, to humble them, coconvincethemgand to cur off all matter 


of glorying trom them-And ameng other things,leſt they ſhould 


Bulling Guelt. glory in this, that what ever they were beforc, they became af- 
& A-ewariu#s teryard as filver retined ſeven times in the fornace ; Nay, faith 


on the place, - 


the Lord, I have retined yon inſome fort, but not as filver, not 
ſoasthat you are clean from your drofſe:but Fhave choſen you, 
and ſet my love 1pon you;even while you are in the fornace not 
yer. refined: and I will deliver you even for my own names ſake, 
that you may owe your deliverance for eyer to tree mercy, and 
not to your own repentance and an:endment.-Alandis accept 
ed,and a peoples peace made with God,not by their repentance 
and humiliation, but-by Chriſt beleeved on, Mtcab 5:5: This mas 
- ſpall be the peace when the Aſſyrian ſhall come into our 1nd. There 

were Sin-offerings, and Burnt-offcrings appointed inthe Law 

for a Nationall atonement,Levit.4.13.2 1. Num. 15-25,26.which 

did typifie pardoning of Nationall fins through the merit of 

Jeſus Chritt. We mult improve the office of the Mediator 5and 
the.promiſe of free grace, inthe behalf of Gods people, as wel 
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of our own ſouls, which (if it be indeed done) will not hin- 
der, but further a great mourning, and deep humiliation in the 
Land: And ſo much of tribulation. : 

Thethird thing held forth in this Text (of which I muſt be 
very ſhort) is Mo:cIfication : This alſois a refining fire, Marth. 
3.11,He ſpall baptize you with the holy Ghoſt and with fire, Mack 9.49. 
Pr every one ſhall be ſalted with fire; and every Sacrifice ſhall be ſalted 
with ſalt. He hath been before ſpeaking of morttfication, of the 
placking out of the right eye, the cating off the right hand, or 
the right foot, and now he prefſeth the ſame thing by' a double Levit 2. 13+ 
allufion to the Law,there was a neceſſity both of fire and (alr,the 
Sacrifice was ſeaſoned with (alt, and the fire upon the Altar was Lev-6,12,13, 
notto be pur'out, but every morning the wood was burnt upon 
it; and the burnt offering laid apon it. Soit we will preſent ouc 
ſelves as a holy and acceptable Sacrifice toGod,we muſt be ſea- 
ſoned with the ſalr, and our corruptions burnt up with the fire 
of mortification. 

The Dodtrine ſhall be this : 1: is not enozgh to j0yn in publick Re- 4 Dotirines 
formation, yea to ſuffer tribulation for the name of Chriſt, except we alſs 
endeavene murtification. This mortification is a third ftep diſtin 
from the former-two; and withourthrs;the other ewocan make 
us but almoſt Chriſtians, or, not f.it fromthe Kingdoms of God In the ins 
parable of the Sower and the eed,as we find ic both in Mattbew yak 4. 
_ and Lyke, this method may be obſerved , That of the Luk 8. 
fopr (orts of ground, the ſecond is better then the firit, the third 
better then the ſecond;but the fourth onely is the good ground, 
which is fruicfull, and getteth a bleſſing. Some mens hearts are 
lice the high way, and the hard beaten toad, where every foul 
ſpirit, and every luſt hath” walked and converſed, their conſci- 
ences through the cuſtome of fin, are as it were ſeared with 2 hot 
Iron: In theſe the Word takes no place, bur all that they hear 
doth preſently ſlip from them. Others receive the Word with a 
preſent good affeCtion and delight, but have no depth of earth; 
that is,neithec having had a work of the Law upon their con- 
ſciences for deep humiliation, nor being rooted and grounded 
in [oye tothe Goſpel,nor paradyenture ſo much as grounded in 
the knowledge of the truth, nor baving counted their coſt, and 
(olidly reſolved for ſufferings; thereupon it comes to palle, 
when ſuffering times come, theſe wither away, and come to no- 
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thing. Thereis a third ſort, who go a ſtep further, they haye 
ſome root,and ſome more ſolid ground then-the formeryſo that 
they can ſuffer many things,and not fall away becauſe of perſe» 
cution,yet they periſh through want of mortification. One may 
ſuffer perſecution for Chrili, not being ſore tried in that which 
is his Idol luſt, yet.enduring great lofſes and crofles in other 
things. Ofſach it is ſaid, that the cares of this world, and the deceit» 
ſulneſſe of riches,and the luſts of other things entering in,choke the Ward, 
and it becometh unfruitfu!l. Mark thatzthe luſts of other things, that 
is, whether it betheluit of the eyes, or the luſt of the fleſhyor the 
pride of life ; and heſpeaksof the entringin , meaning of ſome 
{trong tentation coming upon a man'to catch him in that 
which is the great Idol of his heart, and his beloved.Juſt, what 
cver it be, ſuch a tentation he never found before, and therefore 
thought the luſt had been mortified, which was but lucking,Did 
not Judas ſuffer many things with Chrilt,during the time of his 
publike Miniſtery ? Did not Ananias and Saphira ſuffer for a ſear 
{on, with the Apoſtles and Church at Feruſalem ? What was ic 
then that loſt them? They neicher made deteQion from the pro- 
teſſion of the truth, nor did they fall away becauſe of perlecu 
tion : But having ſhined in the light a ſound profeſſion, haviag 
alſo takennp the crofle, and born the reproach of Chriſt, they 
makeſhipwrack at laſt upon an unmortifed lutt. 

T hall enlarge the DoQcine no further, but touch upon ſome 
few Uſes, and lo an end. : 

Firſt, let all and eyery one of us be convinced of the neceſſity 
of our farther endeavouring after mortfication. The beſt filyer 
which cometh out of the earth, hath drofle in it, and therefore 


| necdeth theRefiners fire; and the whitelt garment that is worn, 


will couch ſome unclean thing or other,and therefore will need 
the Fallers ſope. The belt of Gods children have the drofle of 
theic inherent corruptions to purge away,which made Paw/ſay, 
I keep under my body, and bring it into ſubiefion ; leſt that by any means 
wheu I have preached to others , I my ſelf ſhou!d be 2 caſtaway. Itisa 
ſpeeh borrowed from reprobacte filver which is not refinedfrom 
drolie, and ſo is the word uſed by the Septwagints, Iſz. 1. 22: Thy 


Lay alupe? ſilver i become droſſe. The Apoltle therefore ſets himſelf to the 


ſtudy'of mortilication, leſt, ſaith he, when I have been refining 
and purifying others, I my ſelf be found to be drofſiefilver.And 
as there is inherent drolle, fo there is adherent uncleanneſle inthe 
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beſt, and who can ſay, that he hath kept his garments ſoclean 
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chat he is mfotted of the world, or that he hath ſo ſeparate hims Iſa 1.27. 


ſelf from the pollutions of the world, as that he hath touched 
nounclean thing. So that there is an univerſall neceſſity of ma- 
kinguſe both of the retiners fire, and of the Fallers ſope. 

Secondly, let us once become willing and contented, yea defi- 
rons tobe thronghly mortified. A mans Julis and corruptions 
areindeed ſo itrongly interetted in him, that fin is himſelt, and 
kiscorruptions are his members,thertore when we leave off lin, 
we areſaid to live no more to oxr ſelves. And mortfication is the 
greateſt violence that can be done to nature;therefore it is called 
acutting off of the chiet members of the body, Mark 9. 43. 45. 
47.4 ſalting with ſalt,and a burning with fire, zer.49. a ciccum- 
cifion, Col, 2. 11. a crucitying , Rom. 6.6. Sothat nothing can be 
more difficule or diſpleafing; yea, a greater torment to fiſh and 
blood. Yet now art thou willing,notwithſtanding of all this, ro 
take Chriſt on his own terms,to take him not only for rightouſ- 
nefſe and life, but to take him as a refiners fire,$ as fullers ſlope? 
O that there wereſuach a heart in thee. When Chrilt bids thee 
pluck out thy right eye, and cut off thy right hand, ſay not in 
thy heart, how ſhall I do without my right eye, and my right 
hand. Nay thou fhalt do well enough, thou ſhalt evenenter into 
life without them,thou ſhalt be a gainer, and 19 looſer. Say not 
thou,how ſha)l Igothrough this refining fire: fear nor,thou ſhalt 
loſe nothing but thy drofle. Thus get thy heart wrought to a 
willingnefſe, and a condeſending,in the point of mortitication. 

Lyftly, if you ſay, But after all this, how ſhall Iatrainunto it? 
put thy ſelf in the hands of IeſusChrilt, truſt him with the work, 
if you mark the Text here; and the verſethat followeth, Chriſt 
inboch the refiner, and therefiners fire: thou ſhalt be refined by 
him, and thou ſhalt be refined in'him. Thou deceiveſt thy ſelf if 
thou thinkeſt to be refined any other way bur by this refiner,and' 
inthisrefiners fire- The blood of Chriſt dothinot onely wafh us 
from guilt, but parge our conſcience from dead works to ſerve the li 
ving God, Heb. 9. 10. and they that are Chriſt, have crucified the fleſh 
with the aff.Ctions and lufts, Gal. 5.24. Here you may ſee the thing 
feceable'and attainable, and not onely by an Apoſtle or ſome 
&traordinary man, but by all that are Chriſts.Being his and in 
him, they are inabled through his ſirength to crucifie the fleſh 
withthe- affeAions and luſts thereof, FINIS, 
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A Brotherly Examination of ſome. 


paſſages of Mr. Colemazs late Sermon upon 16 


Il, 30-aS it is now Printed and publiſhed : By which he 
hath tothe great offence of very many, endeavoured to firike 
at the very root of all Spiritual and Eccletiaſticall Government, 
contrary tothe Word of God, the ſolemn League and Coye- 
nant, other reformed Churches, and che Vores of the 
Honourable Houſes of Parliament, after advice 
had with the Reverend and Learned 
Afﬀembly of Divines. 


| | ve my touched this purpoſe in the third branch of the 
third Application of my ſecond Doftine : and did in my Ser- 
mon .in the Abbey Church, exprefle my thoughts of it at ſonic 
jength,But as I was then unwilling to fall upun ſuch a Contro- 
_—_ ſopublickly, & eſpecially in a Faſt Sermon, if that which 
I jntend toeKamine had not been as publikly and upon thelike 
occaſion delivered : 50 now in the publiſhing, I have thought 
good to open my mind, concerning this thing diſtin&ly, and by 
it ſelfe. That which had been too late to be preached after Ser- 
mon, is not too late to be Printed after Sermon. Others (upon 
occaſion offredJhave given their teſtimony againſt his Do&rine; 
And Iſbould think my ſelf unfaithful in the Trult put upon me, 
it upon ſuch an —_— I ſhould be filent in this bulineſle : and 
I beleeve no man will think it ſtrangezthat a pecce of this nature 
and ſtrain get an Anſwer: and I go aþour it, withour any dil- 
reſpe either tothe perſon or parts of my Reyerend Brother. 
Onely I mult give a teſtimony tothe truth when I hear ir ſpoken 
agai. ſt , and I hope his Objeions have made no ſuch imprefl- 
on in any mans mind, as to make him unwilling to hear an Any 
ſwer. Come we therefore to the particulars. 

Foure rulgs were offered by the Reverend Brother,as tending 
to Unity, and te the healing of the preſent Controverſies about 
Church-Government. Bur in truth his cure is worſe than L. 
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diſeaſe: and inſtead of waking any agreement, he is like to have 
his hand again{t every man, and every mans hand againlt 
him. 

The firit Rule was this. Eſt:bliſh as fey things Fure Divin as 
em well be. Which is by Interpretation, as little tine gold, and as 
much drofle as can well be. The words of the Lord are pure words, as 
ſo/ver tried in 2 frrn we of earth, pri fied ſer e121 t1mMes. What you take 
from the Word of God is fire go /d tried in the fere.But en holy thing 
of mans deviling is the diofte of filver. Can he not be content 
to have the drofſe purged trom the {ilver, except the lilver it ſelf 
becaltaway?I he very contrary rulc is more ſure and fafe,which 
I prove thus. 

Ifit be a fin todiminith or take c1ght from the Word of God, 
inſomuch that it is torbiden under pain of taking away a mans 
part out of the Book of Lite, and out of the holy City : then as 
many things as are to be eſtabliſhed Jure Divino, as can well be. 
Bur it isa fin todiminiſh or take ought from the Word of God, 
inſomuch that it is forbiden under pain of taking away a mans 
part out of the book of life, and out of the holy Cicy. There- 
toreas many things are to becitabliſhed 7zre Divino, as can 
well be. 

Itmutt be remembred withall. 1. That the queſtion is not 
now whether this or that form of Church-Government be Fre 
Divino ? but whether a Church-Government be 7are Divinso ? 
Whether Tefas Chriit have thas tar revealed his will in his 
Word, that there are to be Church-cenſures,and thoſe to be di(- 
penced by Church-Ofticers? The Brother is for the Negative 
of this Queſ:ion. 2 Neither is it ſtood upon by any ( fo far as 1 
know ) that what the Parliament ſhall eltabliſh concerning 
Church-Government, mult be cliabliſhed by them Jrre divine. If 
the Parliament fha!l in a Parliamentary and Legillative way 
efabliſhthat thing which really and in it (elf is agreeable to 
the Word of God, thongh they do not declare it to be the will 
of Jeſus Chriit, I am ſatisfied, and I am confident (© are others. 
This Iconfeſfe, that it is incumbent-to Parliament-Men, to Mi- 
nilters, and to all other Chriltians, according to their vocation 
and intere!t, to ſearch the Scriptures , and thereby to ini'og 
their own and ather mens Conlciences, ſo as they may do in 
faith what they do*Th point of Church-Coyernment, tha - is, 
Tac 
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that they may know they are not ſinning, but doing the will of 
God: And it ought to be no prejudice nor exception againſt z 
Form of Church-Government that many learned and godly 
Divines do affert it from Scripture, to bethe will of God, And 
why ſhould Jus divinum be ſuch a Noli me tangere ? The reaſon 
was given : This was the one!y thing that hindered nnion in the 
bly, C ſaith he) Two parties came biaſed, The Reverend Ct 
from Scotland, were for the Jus Divimm of the Presbyteriall ; The In 
dependents for the Congregationall G-wernment. How ſhould either 
move? Where ſhould they both meet ? It it was thus, how ſhall he 
make himſelt blamelefſe, who made union in the Aﬀembly, yet 
more difficult, becauſe he came byaſed a third way, with the 
Eraſti,m Tenents? And where he asketh, where the Indepene 
dents and we ſhould meet? I anſwer, in holding a Church-Go 
vernment fare Divins, that is, that the Paſtors and Elders ought 
to ſuſpend or excommunicate ( according to the degree of the 
offence ) ſcar.dalous linne!s. Who can tell, but the purging of 
the Church from itcandals, and the keeping of the Ordinances 
pure( when it ſha]l be a&ually ſcen to be the great thing endex 
voured on both fides ) may make union between us and the 
Independents more ealie than many imagine. As for hisexcepy 
tion againlt us,who.are Commilſtvners from the Church of 
Grotis Apolo» Scotland, 1 thank God its but ſuch, yea not ſo much as the Ar 
$.Cap.5* miniansdid objeR apainitthe forraizne Divines who came to 
TE "” the Synod of Dort: They complained that thoſe Divines were 
quorum . E A 
maxinus ſe Previngaged and byaſed in regaid of the judgement-of thoſe 
debyerat «ſus Churches trom which they'came : And that therefore they did 
#7 p<ce concil rot help but hinder union inthat Afſenibly . And might not ihe 
os = Arrians havethus excepted againſt 4/cxander, who was ingaged 
tt. Ex againſtthem before he came tothe Councell of Nice ? Might not 
inf» a1oſa man- the Neftorians have made the ſame «xception again!! Cyill, be 
data ex10r9%5 Ccaule he was under an engagement againlt them,betore he came 
data danm2"!- 1 the Councell of Epbeſis ? Nay, had not the Jewill. Zealots,the 
mack. af very ſame objeAion to make againit Pux! and Barnabas, who 
fe ferchaat , ut Were ingaged ( not inthe behalf of one Nation, but of all the 


&- orationes Churches of the Gentiles) againlt the impoſition of the Moſai- 
habte ante | | 

conſe copnit whe Arrin'ans in their Exancn. Cenſure cp." 5 p." 86 187, hold this 25406 
ecTirie qualificition of thoſe that are adnincd inte Synocs, that they be not sffricd toanf 
Chuch, nor t9 any Contefſhon of Faith, A 
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callRices, and had fo declared themſelves at Antioch, before 
they came tothe Synod at Jeruſalem ? AF. 15. 2. It's not fault to 


" be engaged for the truth, but againit the eruth : Tt's not blames 

d worthy, but praile-worthy to huld talt fo much as we have al- 

m ready attain'd unto. Notwichitanding we, for our part, have 1* 9vr firft 
_ alſo trom the beginning profeſſed, Th.it we are moſt willing to hear go y _ mw 
* aud learn from the Ward of God, wh t needeth furber to be reformed in Gang Com 
b the Church of Scotland ? wirtee, 

a Theſecond rule which was offered in that Sermon, was this; 

ho Let all precepts, beld out as divine Inſtitutions, have clear Scriptures, 

& &c. let the Scripture fpeak expreſſly, ( ſaith he.) I anſwer; The 

he Scripture ſpeaks in that manner , which ſeemed fitteſt to the 

yp wiſdom of God, that is, ſo as it mult coſtus much ſearching of 

by the Sripture, as men ſearch for a hid treaſure, before we find 

ht | outwhat isthe good and acceptable and perfett will of God 


he concerning the Government of his Church. Will any Divine 
of in the world deny thatit is a divine truth, which by neceffarie 
. | conſequence is drawn from Scripture, as well as that which 
in exprefſe words and ſyllables is written in Scripture? Are not 
the | divers Articles of our yom_—R for inſtance the Baptiſme of 

Infants neceſſarily and certainly proved from Scripture, al- 
of | though icmake no exprefſe mention thereof in words and fyl- 
4s | lables? Bur let us hear what he hath ſaid concerning ſome 
to | Scipeures( for he names bur two of them }) upon which the 
Aﬀs of Spirituall or Eccleſiaſticall Government have been 
of | grounded. That place, 1 Cor. 5. takes not bold( ſaith he ) on my con- 
aid | ſcience for excommunication, and I admire that Mat. 18. ſo ſhould up- 
be Þ 9229. T's range that he ſhould ſuperciliouſly paſſe them over 
ged without reſpeCt toſo great a cloud of witnelles in all the Re- 
"oe | formed Churches, or without ſo much as offering any anſwer 
be | #talliothe arguments which ſo many learned and godly Di- 
ame | Vines of old and of late have drawn from theſe places for ex- 
the communication 3 which it he had done, he ſhould not want a 
ho | Aeply- In che meantime; he intermixeth a politick confidera« 
the | ©0n into this debate of divine right. I could never yet ſee( ſaith 
he ) bow two co-ordinate governments exempt from ſuperiority and in- 
ferioritie, can be in one State, 1 ſuppoſe he hath feen the co-ordi- 
nate Governments of a Generall, and of an Admirall ; or if we 
ſhall come lower, the Governments of parents over their chil- 
2 dren, 
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dren, and mafters over their ſervants, though ic fall often out, 
that he who js ſubjc& ro one man as his maiter, is ſubjeſt to 
another man as his father. In one ſhip there may be two + 
ordinate Governments, the Captain governing rhe Souldierg, 
the Maſter governing che Mariners. In thefe and tuch like caſes, 
you havetwo co-ordinate governments,when the one Governor 
js not ſubordinate tothe other. There is more tubordination in 
the Miniſters and other Church-Officers toward the civil Magj- 
frate For the Miniiicrs of Chiiit mutt be in fubjeRion tothe My 
giſtrate; & it he benor, he 1+ punilh.ble by the Law of the Land 
as well as any other Subje&t.The pertons and elitater-of Church» 
officers. and all that they have in this wo:1d is ſubjcR ro civill 
Authoritie. But thar which is Chris and not ours, the royall 
prerogative of the King of Saints, in governing of his Church, 
according to his own will, is not ſubject to the pleaſureof any 
manliving. But the Reverend Bruther might well have ſpared 
this. It is not the Independency oft the Church-Government 
upon the civil Government,which he intended to ſpeak againſt, 
Icts the very thing it ſelf, a Church-Government, as is nanifef 
by his other two rules. 

I come theretore to his next, which is the third rule, Lay 
more Lurthen of government upon the ſboulders of Miniſters, then Chrif 
hath plainly laid upon them. Re means none at all, -as is manifelt 
not onely by his toarth cule, where he ſaith, chat he finds noin- 
ſtitution of other Governments betide Magittracy , but alſoby 
the next words, The Miniſters bave other work to ds. Caich ke, and 
ſuch as will take up the whole man : He might have added this one 
word more, that without the power of Church-government, 
when Miniiters have done all that ever they can, they ſhall not 
keep themſelves nor the Ordinances from pollution. Before 
proceed any further, let it be remembred when he excludes Mi- 
nilters from Government : Firlt, it is from {pirituall or ecclefi- 
afticall Government, for the queltion is not of civill Govern 
ment. Secondly, he excludes ruling Elders too, and therefore 
ought to have mentioned them with the Miniſters, as thoſewho 
areto draw the ſame yoke together,ratherthen to tell usof an 
innate enmity between the Clergie and the Laity. The keeping up of 
the names of the Clergy and Laity ſavoureth more of a domi- 
neering power,then any thing the Brother can charge we 
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Presbyteries. It is a point of Controverſie between Bellarmine Dll 4 
andthoſe that wric againſt him, he holding up,and they crying Cp,,. 7.x. c.;, 


Jown thoſe names, becauſe the Chriliian people are the wig@, 
the heritage of the Lord, as well as the Minilters.Thus much by 
the way of that diſtinftion of names. And for the thing it ſclt, 
toobje&an innate enmity between the Minilters of the Goſpel 
and thoſe that are not Miniſters, is no lefſe then a diſhonouring 
and aſperſing of the Chriltian Religion. Toreturn, you fec his 
wordstend to the taking away of all Church-Goyernment out 
ofthe hands of Church-Officers. Now may we know his rea 
ſons? He fetcheth the ground of an Argument out of his own 
heart ; T have 2 beart ((aith he) that knows better how ty be governed, 
then govern. 1 with his words might hold true in a ſence of ply= 
ableneſſe and yeelding to Government. How he knows to go- 
yern Iknow not ; bur it ſhould ſeem in this particular heknows 
not how to be governed : For after both Houſes of Parliament 
haveconcluded , That many particu/ar Congregations ſhall be under 
ate Presbyteriall Government; he ſtill acxnowledgeth no ſuch thing 
as Pregbyceriall Government. Idare be bold to ſay , Heis the 
firſt Divine in all the Chriſtian world that ever adviſed a State 
to give no government to Church-Officers, after the State had 
reſolved to eſtabliſh Presbyterian Government. But let us take 
the ſtrength of his Argument as hepretendeth it. He means not 
ofan humble pliablenefſe and ſubjeftion ( for that ſhould eaſe 
him from his Far of an ambitious enſnarement, and ſo were 
contrary to his intention) but of a finfull infirmity and ambi- 
tion in the heart, which makes it fitter for him and others to be 
keptunder the yoke, then to govern. And thus his Argumenta- 
tion runs, 4: ight I meaſure others by my ſelf, and T know not why I may 
wt ( God faſhions mens hearts alike ; and «s in water face anſwers facs, 
ſothe beart of maan to man) 1 ingen:onuſly profeſſe , T have a heart that 
twwr better hoo to be governed, then govern : 1 fear an ambitious en= 
ſnarement, and Thave cau/e;T fee wht raiſed Prelacy and Papary te 
jb 2 height, exc. The two Scriptures will not prove what he 
would. The firit of them, P/a!. 33.15. He faſbioneth their hearts 
dike, gives him no ground at all, except it bethe homonomy of 
the Engliſh word aike, which in this place noteth nothing elſe 
but 73 x$618, all mens hearts are alike in this, that God faſhion= 
a them all;and therefore knoweth them all eque or alike (that 
15 
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*11 una ful is the fcopenf the place.) The Hebrew Jachadis uſed in the 
From WIN £, me ſence, Ezra 4- 3. We our ſelves together will build; they mean 
eres not they will all baild in the like fafhion, orin the ſame may- 
ner, but that they will build all of them together, one as well 

as another. So Pſzl. 2. 2. The rulers take counſell together, Fer. 46.11, 

they are fallen both together. The other place, Prov. 27. 19. if you 

take it word by word as it is in the Hebrew is thus , Arin water 

faces to faces, ſo the beart of man to men. Our Tranſlators adde thy 

word anſwereth, but the Hebrew will ſuffer the negative read- 

ing, Arin waters faces anſwer not to faces. The Septuagints read, 

As faces are not like faces, ſo neither are the hearts of men alike. The 

Chaldee paraphraſe thus, As waters and & conntennces which are 

not like one another, fs the heart of the ſons of men are not alike. Thus 

doth Maſter Cartwright in his judicious Commentary give the 

ſenſe, As in the water face doth not anſwer fully to face, butin 

ſome ſort, fo there may be a conjefture, but no certain knows 
Maldmat.c ledge of the heart of man. Bur ler the Text be read affirmative 
ly, not negatively, what ſhall be the ſence ? Some take it thuy, 
A mans heart may be ſomeway ſeen in his countenance, as 2 
Melanchton, face in the water. Othersthus , As a face in the water is vatis 
ous and changeable to him that looketh upon ir,ſo is the heart 

Janſenius of man inconltant to a friend that truſteth in him. Others 
Dio; thus, Asa man ſeeth his own face in the water, ſo he may ſee 
D. Fer hs himſelf in his own heart or conſcience. Others thus, As face 
* Jn anſivereth face in the water, ſo he that looketh for a friendly 
affe&ion from others, muit ſhew it in himſelf. It will never be 

proved thatany ſuch thing is intended in that place, as may j 

warrant this argumentation : There is ſuch a particular cov | { 

ruption in one mans heart, for inſtance, Ambicion,which makes | 

y 
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him unfit to be truſted with Government ; therefore the ſame 
corruption is in all other mens hearts : even as the face in the 
water anſwereth the face out of the water ſo juſt, that there is 
not a ſpot or blemiſh in the one but it is in the other. I am ſure 
Pay'taught us not ſo, when he ſaid, Is lowlineſſe of minds let each 
eſteem? other better then themſelyes, Phil. 2. 3. Nay,the Brother him- 
ſelf hath taken off the edge of his own Argument (if it had 
any) in his Epiltle printed before his Sermon, where ſpeaking of 
his Brethren, from whoſe judgement he difſenteth in point of 
Goverament, he hath theſe words, Whoſe wiſdom and bumili f 


Right Hownrable Houſe of Loxp s; 
freak it confidently) may ſafely be truſted with « large a ſhare of Governs 
ment # they themſelves deſire. Well, but ſuppoſe now the ſame cor- 
any F' nytion to be in other mens hearts, that they are in great dan- 
el of an ambitious inſnarement, if they be truſted with Go» 
I F germment. Is this corroption onely in the hearts of Miniſters, 
ou F gisitinthe hearts of all other men? I ſuppoſe he will ſay in 
wh all mens hearts; and then his Argument will conclude againit 
all civill Government. Lalt of all, admit that there be jult tears 
of abuſing the Power and Government Ecclefiafticall ; Ict the 
ad, ons to be intrulted with it be examined, and the power ir 
be }F {af bounded according to the ſtrifteſt rules of Chriſt. Let abuſes 
"e I} be prevented, reformed, correGted. The abuſe cannot take away 
uw IF theaſe, where the thing icfelt is neceflary. Why might he nor 
he F paveſatisfied hin'ſelf without ſpeaking againſt the thing it ſelf. 
h_ Once indeed he ſeemeth to recool, and ſaith, Onely I would have 
W* Þ it ſo bounded, that it might be (aid, Hitherto fhalt thou come , and here 
id alt thou Play thy proud waves ; yet by and by hepaſſeth his own 
ty nds, and totally renounceth the Government to the civill 
2 | Power, which Ifhall ſpeak to anon. But I muſt firft ask,Whence 
” | isthisfear of the proud ſwelling waves of Presbyteriall Go- 
Mn | yernment? where havethey done hurt? Was it upon the coaſt of 
7% | France, or upon the coaſt of Ho{/and,orupon the coaſt of Scotland? 
© | orwhere was it? Or was the dafhing upon Terra in cognita ? He 
* | that would forewarn men to beware of Presbyteriall uſurpati- 
ly ons, ( for ſo the Brother ſpeaking to the preſent Controverfic 
de F about Church-Government mult be apprehended) and to make 
J | goodwhat heſaith, fals upon the ſtories of Pope Pax! the 5. and 
” | of the Biſhop of Canterbwoy, is not a little wide from the mark. I 
| ſtouldhave expeRted ſome exampl:s of evils and miſchiefs 
* which Presbyteriall Government hath brought upon other re- 
i formed Church:s. 

Veil, th: Reverend Brother hath not done, but he proceed- 
eh thus ; Þ; n a the K ing of Sodemes ſpeech to Abraham , Give me the 
perjovs, take th-a the goods 5 So ſay 1, Give w DeArine, take you the G.> 
ernment . 4 F jaic, Right Honcarab. e give me leave to make this re- 
queſt in the l eba.f of 116 Miniſery, give w two things ard we ſhall da 
ell; 1 Ge earning ; Ard 2 Gite ws a competency. 

This cals to inde a Story which Clonuns 4 exardrinus tells Pedag. lib.2, 
13; When one had painted He/era with much gold, Apelleslook- cap, 12, 

ing . 
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- ing upon it, Friend, (ſaith he) when you con!d not make ber fair, yiy 


have made her rich; Learning and competency do inrich : 
Jeſuites have enough of both, but that which maketh a viſible 
Miniſteriall Church to be beautifull as Tirzah, comely 4s Feruſalen; 
That which makerh fair the outward face of a Church , is 6G. 
vernment and Diſciplinexthe removing of ſcandals, the preſerying 
of the Ordinances from pollution. He had ſpoken more for 
the honour of God, and for the power of godlineſle, if he had 
ſaid-chis in the behalf of the Minifery, It were better fornsto 
want competency and helps to learning, then to partake ith 
other mens lins, by admitting the ſcandalous and Yrophane to 
the Lords Table; his way which he adviſeth, wil! perhaps ge 
as an able Miniſtery, and procure us honour enough, as ke ſpeaketh, 
bur (ſure) it can neither preſerye the putity , nor advance the 
power of Religion, becauſe icputteth no black mark uponpros 
phanefſe and ſcandall in Church Members, more then in any 
others : The King of Sodoms Speech cannot ſerve his turn, ex- 
ceptit be turned over, and then it will ſerve him as jultas any 
thing, thus, Give us the goods, take you the perſons, (or the 
ſouls, as the He/rew and the Chaldee hath it ) Give #5 4 competency, 
ſaith he, here he asketh the goods, Take you the Government, here 
he quitteth the perſons or ſouls to be governed onely by the cis 
vill power ; however, as at that time Abrabam would take nor 
thing that was not his own, inſomuch as he anſwered the King 
of Sodome, I will not take from a thred,even to a ſpoe Latchet, and Twill 
not take any thing that is thine : So this Parliament, I crult, ſhall be 
{0 conn'e!led and guided of the Lord, that they will leave to 
the Church, what is the Churches, or pather to Chriſt what is 
Chriits : And as A'rabam had lift uphis hand to the molt high 
God, to doe that; ſo have the Honourable Houſes , with hands 
litted up tothe moſt high God, promiſed todothis: 

And now ſeeing Ihave touched upon the Covenant, I wiſh 
the Reverend Brother may ſeriouſly conſider, whether he hath 
not violated the Oath of God, in adviſing the Parliament rolay 
no burden ot Government upon Church Offcers, but to rake 
the Government of the Church wholly into their-uwn hands. 
In the firſt Article of the ſolemn League and Covenant, thore 18 
thrice mention made of the Government of the Church; and 


namely, Thar we ſhall indeavour the Reformation of Religion 
in 
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«gthe Kingdoms of Eng/and and Jrelang, in Doftcine, Worthip, 
Diſcipline, and Government, according to the Word of God, 


andehe example ot the belt retormed Churches. Where obſerve, 

1. The extirpation ot Church-Government is not the Retor- 
mation of ic. The ſecond Article is indeed of things ta be ex- 
tirpated; bur this of things to be preſerved and retormed. Ther- 
fore, as by the Covenant Prelacy was not tobe retormed, but to 
be aboliſbed : ſoby the ſame Covenant Church Government 
wasnot to be aboliſhed, but to be reformed. 

2. Church-Government is mentioned in the Covenant as a 
Spirituall, not a Civill thing. The matters of Religion are put 
together ; D. Arine, Worſt ip, Diſcipline, and Gyernment : The Pri> 
viledyer of Parliament come atter, in thechird Article. 

2. That Clauſe, according ts the Word of God, implieth, that the 
Word of God holdeth forth ſuch light unto us, as may griide 
and dire&t us in the Reformation of Church-Government. 

4 Andwill the Brother ſay, that the example of the beſt re- 
formed Churches leadeth us his way, that is, To have no 
Chorch- Government at all diltin& from the Civil Government? 

And ſo much concerning his third Rule. 

The fourth was this : A Chriſtian Magiſtrate, as 4 Chriſtian Ma- 
giſtrate, 8 « Governor in the Church, And who d:niech this? The 
(Queltion is, Whether there ought to be no other Government 
inthe Church, belidethat of che Chriſtian Magiſtrate. That 
which he driverh at, is, That the Chriltian Magiſtrate ſhould 
leave no power of Spirituall Cenfures to the E'\derſhips. H2 
weuld have the Magitltrate co do like the rich man in the Para- 
ble, who had exceeding many Flocks and Herds, and yet did 
take awgy the little ewe-lamb from the poor man, who had no- 
thing ſave that. The Brother ſaith, Of other Governments beſides 
Maziſtracie, T finde no inſtitution ; of them I 4), Rom. 1 3.1,2. lam 
forty he ſought no better, elſe he had found more. Subje&ion 
and obedienceis commanded, as duc, riot onely to Civil, but to 
Plcituall Governors, to thoſe that are over us in the Lord, 1 Theſ. 
5-12, S0 1 Tim. 5. 17. Let the Elders that ru'e well, be counted worthy 


of dauble honour. Heb. 1 3. 7. Rememver them which have th: rule over 


; J%, why bave ſpoken t» you the Word of G14, Ver, 17, Ovey them th :t 


bave the rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves ; for they witch for your 
falr.Anl what underſtandech he by him chat culech, Rem. 12.5? 
F = 


: A Sermon Preached beſore the 
I: the judgement of Gaz/ther and Bulinger have any weight with 
lim (as I ſuppole it hath) they du not there exclude, buttalt 
in, under that word, the ruling Officers of the Church, 

Put now in the cloſe, let the Reverend Brother take heed he 
hath not {lit upon a Rock, and taken from the Magiltrate 
more then he hath given him. He ſaith , Chritijan Magiltrats 
are to manage their Office under Chriſt, and fir Chriſt. Chriſt bath placed 
governments in bis Church, 1 Cor. 12. 28, 8c. 1finde all Gyvernmen 
gieen to Chriſt , and to Chrift as Mediator (I deſire all to conſider #) 
Eph-1.3:. lait verf. and Chriſt as Head of theſe given to the Church: It 
this be good Divinity, then Lam ſur. it will bethe hardelt tak 
which ever he took in hand, to uphold and alert the Authociy 
cicher of Pagan or Chri tan Magittrates. 

Firſt,he lets the Pagan or Infidel Magittrate fall to the ground, 
as an Uſurper who hath no Jult citle to reign,becaule allGoverte 
ment is given to Chriſt. and co him as Mediator: But whichway 
was the Authoricy of Government derived from Chriſt, and 
from him as Mediator, to. Pagan Prince or Emperour? 

Next,he will make ic to fare lircle bceter wieh the Chriſtian 
Magiitrate: For it ihe Cl i!ttan Magiltrace be the Vice-gerent 
of Chrili, and of Chriit as Mediator; and it he be to manage 
his office under and tor Chritt; then the Reverend Brocher mutt 
cither prove from Scripture, that Chriit, as Mediator, hath gi- 
vel fuch a Commiſſion of Vice-gcrent-{hip and Depury-ſbipto 
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the Chrittian Magilirate; or other wile acknowledge that he I 
hath given a molt dangerous wound to Magittracie, and made ©} * 
itan empty title, claiming that. power which ic hath nowar I " 
rant to afſame. 6 
God and Nature hath made Magiitrates,and given than great 
Authority : Put from Chriſt as Mediator they have it not. al 


I finde in Scripture, that Church-Offticers have their power I} ;; 
{rom Chriſt as Mediator, and they arc to manage their Office Y +: 
under and:fer Chriit, ahd in the Name of the Lord Teſus Chrit  7- 
do we aſſemble our (elves rogether , Hatth. 13. 20: jn his Name 
dowe preach, Lake 24-47. Afts 4. 17,19. and 5.28.44. and 92) 
In his Name do we baptize, AG. 2.38. and 4. 12, 16. and 195 4 
In his Namedo we excommunicate, 1 Cor.5.5. But I do not find 
in Scripture that the Magiſtrate isto ruje, or to make Laws, ot 
r0-tmanage any part of. his Oftice in the Name of the ay” 
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&brilt. And as the Mediator hath not any where given ſuch a 
Commiſion and power to the Magiſtrate : ſo, as Mediator,*he 
bad it not to.give: For he was not made a Julge in Civil affairs, 
Luke 12. 14 and his Kingdom is not of this world , Fob. 13.36. 
How can that power which Chriſt as Mediator hath not recei- 
ged of the, Father, be derived from Chriſt tothe Chriſtian Ma» 
trate? I know that Chriſt, avhe is. the eternall Son of God, 
and thought it np robbery to te equall with:God, doth with the Fa» 
therand the holy Gholt reign and rule over all the Kingdoms 
gf the ſons of men. Hethat is Mediator, being God,hath,as God, 
all power in heaven and earth,(and this power was given to 
him, Aatth. 28.18. both-by the eternall Generation, and by the 
declaration of him to be the Son of God with power, when he 
was raiſed from the dead, Rom. 1.4. even as he ſaid to be begot- 
ten, when he was railed again, AF. 13.33. he had relinquiſhed 
and laid afide his Divine Dominion and Power, when he had 
made himfelf in the form of a ſervant ;.but after his Reſurrecti- 
on it's gloriovily maniteſted.) And fo he that is Mediator, b=- 
ing God, hath power to ſubdue his and his Churches enemies, 
and to make his foes his fuotftool. But as Mediator he is onely 7eligion;; 
the Charches King, Head and Governor, and hath no.other 4 briſtiane 6/6 
Kingdom. The Phatinizns have detined the Kingly Office of _ _ 

: ; : K .. x £120,165 34«ca, 
Chritthus. It is an Office committed to him by Gol, to govern with \, Hud 
the bigh ſt authority and power all creatures endued with wnderſtand= regiam munu? 
ing, and eſpeciz'ly men, and the Church gathered of them. But thoſe Kel- Et mun:s 
that have written again{t them have correfted their definition / © 2*9 wy 
1nthis particular,becaule Chrilt is properly King of his.Church CN 
onely. relligentiapr a: 

As forthoſe two S-riprures which the Brother citeth , they ditas, ae impr:- 
arecxtvemely miſapplicd. He citeth. 1 C--.1 2. 28, to provethat mis homines & 
ex 145 collefZam, 
ſurm1 cum auttoritate a; poteſta'e gubrrnandi, Tac, Martini Synopſe relig. Photin-cap. 23 
Etampe au xegemus Chriſto jam ad dextr.iom De ſedinti ſubjeta efſe omnia, namicoſ} Vl ſub: 4" 
Iau m fr ah l/ympedum ſuorum, Re Froprie tamen d ctur Rex ſue Ecc'eſie , wt liam Eccles 
fa, propr ie loquenda ejis regnum oft Sic enim de 1pſo wat cinatus oft Zecharias,cap. 9.V 9. & ce 
ade «1:9 aos cum Haſearefforo of um Criſt Regiuam defiaimus ,quo Chriftus croes ſuos Verbi 
Fai 110 uſq.:e ad mund: fiucm g-l;git, coſ.,ue preclaris donis rat, contra boſtes (in 0 407 1478 Me- 
Un duminatur ) ſortiter deſendit, a: tand:m eterna 2loria & bonere coronat. Fr. Gomar. Aral, 
hg. QMd, verſ alt. 1s autem Feſas Chriſtus, in N.T- cxbpitus Rex. Yui ut cum Patre habet 
Juan zeerale emn'potentia: ita babet ſpeciale, de qu# ic agitur, media wnire 
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Chrilt hath placed Civil Covernments in his Church. Ifby <&&- 


Governments or Governors there mentioned, be underlicod the 
Civil Magiſirates; yet that place ſaich not that Chiilt hath pla- 
ced rhem, but that God hath doneir. 

. Nextgthe Apolile ſpeaks of ſuch Governors as the Church had 
at that time; EO at that time the Church had no god)y nor 
Chriltian Magiltrates. This js Calvinsargument, whereby he 
proves that Eccleflatlica}],not Civil Governors, are there meant. 

Thirdly, | ask, How can we conceive that Civil Government 
can come intorhe Catalogue ot Eccletiaitical and Spiritual A$ 
miniltrations ? tor ſuch are all the rett there reckoned forth. 

Laſtly, the Brother,atter ſecond thuughts, may think hehath 
done another diflervice tothe Magiſtrate, in wcking the Magi- 
{tracy to be below and behinde the Minittery. The Apolile puts 
themin this order : Gd bath ſet ſome in the Church, firſt Apollly, 
ſecondly Prophets, thirdly T eachers, after that Miracles, then gifts of 
Healings, He!ps, Governments, %c. How makes the Brotherthists 
agree with his Interpretation ? 

Next, he citeth Eph. 1.21, 22, 33- to prove that all Govers 
ment is given io Ch itt, aid ro Limas Mcdiator ; and Chiiſkas 
head of theſezgiven to the Church. Eiit this place maketh mare 
againſt himrthen for him : torthe Apolile ſaith not that Cluit 
is given to the Church as the Head of all Principalitles and 
Powers.1 he Frother faih 10; and in ſaying fo, he makes Chiift 
« Head to thoſe that are not of his Budy. 

The Apoſile faith tarcarbherwiſe, that Gud gave Chriltzobe 
the Head over all things to the Church, n bieb is bu Bog) ; which the 


Lyriack readeth wore plainly, Ard bim x. he us cter al, be gre #. 


bethe Head to the Church. He is « Bead to none but the Church: 
but he who is Head tothe Church 75 ctw all, God | ifed firnn, 
Rom. 9.5. yea, even as man, ke is over ©t above a']. Thever 
Humane nature of Chrilt v hich was railcd trom the dead, be 
ing ſet at therig ht hand of the Majcl'y of God, j+ cxalted toa 
higher degree of honour and glory,then chher man or Angel 


ever was,or ever ſhall b&So that hethat js Herd ot the Church, ' 


* isovera!], becautle he doth not onely cxcell his cwn memben, 
but cxcell all creatures that ever God made. It js one thingto 
ſay that Chrik is exalted toa dignity,excellency, preeminency 
majeſty, and glory, far aboye a!l Principality, and Forney 
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Right Houaratie Houſe of L'O vs. 
geht, and Deminicn : Another thing to fay thar Chrilt ts 
Head of all Principalities and Governments, and as Mediator 
exerciſeth bis Kingly Cflice over theſe. The Apotltle faith the 
former, but not the latter. © SL 
al BY . ShallInecd to illuttrate this diftintion ? Is there any thing 
or © more known in the world ? Will any ſay , that he who excels 
he Y her men in dignity, ſplendor, honour, and glory, muſt there- 
nt. - fore reign and 1nle over all thoſe whom he thus excels? 
nt The Apoſile faith indeed, in another ſenſe, that Chiiſt 5s the 
bb BW Head of all Principality and Poxer,Col-2.10. But that is ſpoken of 
Chriſt not as he is Mediator, but onely as he is Cod : And the 
th Apoſtles meaning in thoſe words is nothing but this; Thar 
gl- Chriſt is true God, ſaith Toſſayw; That he is Omnipotent, ſaich 
ts Gualther 3 That he, being the naturall Son of God, is together 
les with the Father Lord of all things, faith Bullirger, - 
Cl That this is the mearſing, will ſoon appear : 
wv HF - 1. Fromtheſcopeottheplace,which is toteach the Coloſſians 
not to worſhip Angels, becauſe they are but ſervants, and the 
mp Son of God is their Lord and Head: 
za 2. The Apolile expounds himſelf, how Chriſt is the Head of 
of all Principality and power, Col. 1.15,16,37. Who is the image of 
rt the inviſubie Gid, the fu fi- born of e1 ery creature : Fir by bim were all 
0d things created that arcin heaun, and that are in the earth, viſt le and 
ri izvifible, whether they be threnes, or deminions, Or prancipalities or pow” 
ers: All things were created by bim, ard f'r him; and he is before all 
things, ana by bim all thir.gs ea fiſt. Now all this is without ccn- 
the troyerfie, to be underſioud, nor of the'Office, but of the Perſon 
en 'Y of Jeſus Chriſt ; not of his governing and Kingly Office, as he js 
Midiator, but to prove that he js true and very Ged. Therefore 
1" Y ber, Zanching, Gualther, Bullinger, T:farus, M. Bayne, and divers 
a ' other Inte+preters upon the _; do penerally agree, that the 
bY Apolile, verf. 15.16,17, ſpecks of the dixnity and exccllency of 


verl. 9. he cometh toſpeak of bis Cficegas beis Mediator: And 
MY beir thc Head of the Begy, the Clurch. &c. So that we may difiin- 
euith a twotold Heacftip of Jeſus Chriſt. One, in regazd of his 
£0 F Godheadzand fo he is Head of all Principality and Power:Ano- 
ther in regard of his Office of Mediatorſhip ; and ſo he is Head 
ofthe Church ene]y. The preſent Queftion is of the later; not of 


the 


the Pexfen « t Je'vs Chriti, proving him io be true Ced; and that 
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_. the former. The former is comman tothe Son of Gog, with 


Father and the holy Ghoſt : The latter js properto Chrilt Guy 
and man. The former ſhall continue tor ever : The latter ſul] 


nor continue for ever. The former doth not necellarily fy 
the latter; bat the latter doth neceſſarily tuppole the former, 

. Chriſt can reign as God, though he reignnot as Mediator zha 

Se cannot reign as Mediator, and not reign as God. The bj 
of the former is every creature :the ob of the latter is the 
Church gathered out of che world. 

This digreſſion concerning the Head(kip of Jeſus Chriſty 

. forthe future prevent divers Obje&ions. Soiball returs. 

_ « And now(ldelire all to conſider it) there is not one wodin 
nidep 4 thoſe threelaſt verſes of Eph.1. which will give any ground for 
17 p29 Farms. that which the Brother with ſomuch confidence averreth. Va, 
nare interdym 21+ aftordeth this Argument againſt him. The Honour and Dig- 
accipi quaſs ſit, nity of Jeſus Chrilt there ſpoken of, hath place xot onely in thy 
excellere;cmmt- ryorld, but in that which 3s to come. But the Kingdom and Bn 
i /,. ment which is given to Chriſt as Mediator,ſhall ng continueig 
cam tenere, Ac as world to come {for when Chriſt hath put his enemies under 
ita ſenificatio-.his feetbe fhal deliver up the Kingdom to the Father,and reign 
xc Cbriſtus per- x4 longer as Mediator, 1 Cor. 15.2425.) Therefore the Goyeny 
, mona,” * ment giyen.to Chrilt, as he is Mediator,cannot be meant inthx 
nivs reg te Placeybut the dignifying, henouring, preferring and exahing 
id.m quod offi- Of Chriſt, to a higher degree of glory then cither man or Angel, 
cia Regis exer= Come on now, and ſee whether yerſ. 22. maketh any whit 
LYC, Ef Co more for him ;. He byth put all things under his feet ; that is, ſaich 
cs you _ Zamcbing, all things bue the Church,which is his Body. Putthis 
4 F p te non i muſt be meant in reſpe& of the Decree and foreknowledged 
Eph. 1. 31. ex- Ood, as Hierome expounds the place ; and ſo doth the Scripture 
peunds th: cxpound it ſelt, Heb.2.8. Bu now me ſee not yet all things fut undo 
an ors - hin. 1-15.25. He muff reign till be hath put all bis enemies wnder bi 
the erernity of feet» AAS 2-3 4335 Sit thou gp my right band till Tmake thy foes thy fot 
C brifts King- ſt» Now when Chrill ſhall have put down all Ruleand all Aur 
4m: but he thority and Power, and ſhall put his enemies under his feet; 
adges, then he fall ceaſe toreignany more as Mediator (which I have 
F ” _— v even now proved:) Butbefore that be done, he reigns as Medizr 
pang: 91cm" tor. othatit can never be proved, that the meaning of 


171: 62ugat, 
= _ ate: wo: ds, Hehath put all things under bu feetgis, That a]l Guvernment 


djatgr, in this world is given to Chriſt as Mcdiator: And whoever n 
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ſo, nult needs acknowledge, that Chritts exerciting of govern- 
ment(as he is Mediator ) over all Princtpalities and Powers, 
ſhall cominueafter all things ſhall be put under his teet ; Or 
that Chrilt ſhall not govern as Mediator, ill all tkings be pur. 
under his feet; which is ſo contrary to the Apultles meaning, 
that Chriſt fhall chen ceaſe to reign as Mediator. 

\Thenext words, And be gave him to be the H ead over all things to 
the Church, do furniſh another Argamente againit him. Chrilts 
Headſhip and his Government as Mediator,are commenſurable, 
and of an equall extent. Chrilt is a Head to none but to his 
Church : Therfore no Government is given to him as Mediator, 
but the Government of his Church. 

The lalt verſe doth further confirm that which I ſay : For the 
Apoſtle continuinghis ſpeech of the Church, faith, IFhich is his 
Buch, the ficineſſe of bim that frlletb all in all. He cals the Chnrch 
Chrilts fulnetfe, in reference ro his Headſhip, that which makes 
him full and compleat fo far as he is a Head or King:Having his 
Church fully gathered, he hath his compleat Kingdom, hisper- 
fea Body ; and this being done, he wants nott#ngg(o far as he is 
Mediator. So-chat the haly Gholt doth here as.ic were an pur- 
poſe anticipate this Opinion, lelt any ſhould think all Ciifl 
Government is given to Chrilt as Mediator. Though,as God, he 
fillech heaven and earth; yet, as Mediator, his filling of all in all 
extends no further then his Body,his Church z which is there- 
fore called his fulncſle. | 

Finally, to avoid the miltake of this place, and upon the 

whole matcer; let theſethree thines be well dittinguiſhed, in the 
Mediator ]:ſus Chrilt, »v. His #74498, or Ze, his eminence and 
hiphneſſe in r-ſpett of the glory and majeſty he is exalted to, 
far above whatſoever is higheſt among all the creatures. 2. His 
dawe, the power, by which be can, and doth by degrees, and 
will more and mote ſubdue his and his Churches enemies, and 
daltthem in pieces like a potters vellc], and break them with a 
rod of Iron. 3. His Gems, his Kingly Power, by which he ex- 
erciſeth aCts of Government. Thele three are dillinguifhed in an 
earthly King, the firſt two being of a larger extent then the 
third. The concluſion of that prayer which our Lord taught his | 
diſciples,doth diſtinguiſh the ſame three in God.Thine ## the king- 
im, and the power, and the g/ocy. Now thee being diſtinguiſhed 
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4n che Mediator J:(us Chrilt,l conclude wich theſe three diſtigh 


Aſſertions(che truth whereat ThopeI have nzade to appear.) 
1. As Mediator, he is exalted and dignited above all creaturez, 
an4 his glory is above all theearch. 2. As Mcdiator, he exer- 
cuſeth adts of divine power and omai-otency over all creatares, 
in the behalt of, and for the good of his Church, and reltrain- 
eth, or diverteth, or deltroycth all his Churches enemies. 3. As 
Mediator, he is King, Head, and Governour to none but his 
Church : Neicher was all Government pur iu his band, but the 
Government of the Church onely. 

Icouldenlarge my ſelf tarther againit that moſt dangeroys 
Principle, That all Government, even that which # Civil, # given t9 
Chriſt, and to him as Mediator. But ler theſe things ſuthice for the 
preſent. The Reverend Brothers opinion will tinde better enter- 
rainment among the Jews, who expett a Temporall Monarchy 
of the Meſſiah ; and among Papiſts, whodeſire to uphold the 
Popes Temporall Authority oyer Kings, as Chrilts Vicegerent 


uporyearth. 
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| &- # this dzy Ordered by the Lords in P arliament aſſembled, That M; 
Gilleſpie who preached yeſterday beforexheir Lyrdſbips in the Ab'y 
Church Weſtminſter, it being the day of the publique Faft , # herty 
thanked for by great pins he took in the ſaid Sermon : And deſired ti 
Print and publiſÞ the ſame, which is onely to be done by Authority unde 
by hand. 


Jo. Brown Cleric, Parliament, 


— 


| Ar point Robert Boſt>ck to Print this Sermon. 
Geo. Gulleſpie. 
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